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The Gofpel a Doétrine according to 
Godline/s. 
f Continued from page 254. 


NUMBER II. 
ial AVING fhown that the gof- 


pel is adapted to promote 
real piety, by the view, with which 
it prefents us, of the one living 
and true God, I proceed to ob- 
lerve, 

II. That the gofpel is a. doc- 
irine according to godlinefs, may 
further appear, from the account 
given of the divine law, and the 
light in which it is placed in the 
gofpel. 

According to the dodrine of 
Chrift and his apoitles, the law 
of God requires perfeét holinefs, 
on pain of the divine wrath. It 
requires us to love the Lord our 
God, with all our heart and foul 
and mind, and our neighbor as 
ourfelves ; and pronounces a curfe 
on every one, who don’t obey it 
perfetly. Chrift came not to 
deftroy, but to fulfil the law ; and 
it is fo far from being made void, 
as arule of duty binding on all, 
that it is eftablifhed by the gofpel. 
For altho’ believers, or true Chrif- 
tians, are not under the law in the 





form of a covenant—not bound to 
fulfil its demands as the only con- 
dition of life, or fuffer the curfe ; 
but are under (being really in) the 
covenant of grace, which promi- 
fes and grants pardon and a title 
to life, to penitent believers, thro’ 
the atonement and rightcoufnefs of 
Chrift, in a way of grace; yet 
they are bound to keep the law : 
they are under it as a rule of life, 
to which they are bound to con- 
form, in heart and practice. Ic 
is clearly held forth in the gofpel, 
that God is fuily determined, coft 
what it may, to fupport the author- 
ity and honor of his law. What 
more decifive proof of this can be 
exhibited, than God hath in faét 
exhibited, by fetting forth his own 
Son a propitiation through faith 
in his blood, to declare his right- 
eoufnefs ; that he might be jut, 
and the juftifier of him who be- 
lieveth in Jefus? Further, 

The gofpel teaches, that Chrift 
obeyed and died, net only to re- 
deem men from the curfe of the 
law, and to furnifh believers with 
a complete righteoufnefs for their 
juftification ; but alfo, to recover 
his people to a conformity to the 
law. What the law could not 
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do, in that it was weak through 
the fleth, God fending his own fon 
in the likenefs of finfu!l fiefh, and 
for fin, condemned fin in the flefh; 
that the righteoufnefs of the law 
might be fulfilled in us, who walk 
not after the fichh, but after the 
fpirit.”” And Chrift * gave him- 
felf for us, that he might redeem 
us from all iniquity, and purify un- 
to himfelf a peculiar people zeal- 
ous of good works.” —In this re- 
fpect, then, the gofpel is moft evi- 
dently a doétrine, not only confif 
tent with, but well adapted, and 
apparently defigned, to promote 
real podlinefs—true religion—real 
holinefs, in heart and life. 

ITI. That the gofpel is a doc- 
trine according to godlinefs, may 
{till more fully appear, from fome 
further vicw of its doctrines, re- 
f{peéting the perfon, character, of- 
fices and mediation of Jefus Chrift 
—his obedience, fufferings, refur- 
reétion and exaltation, with the 
defign and import thereof. 

According to the gofpel, Jefus 
Chrift is a divine perfon, the Son 
of the living God, and one with 
the Father. Heisalfo Emmanuel, 
God with us, God in our nature, 
God and man united in one perfon. 

By agreement between the Fa- 
ther and the Son—by the ather’s 
appointment and his own confent, 
he was invelted with the office, and 
undertook to perform the work 
of a mediator between God and 
men, to lay a foundation for, and 
to accomplifh a reconciliation be- 
tween them. In profecution of 
this great defign, he afiumed hu- 
man nature, took on him the form 
of a fervant, and was made in the 
likenefs of men; that in the room 
and {tead of finful men, he might 
fulfil the law, and make a com- 
plete atonement for fin, by his own 
perfect obedience, unto the death 
of the crofs. 
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JefusChrift is a teaching prophet, 
an atoning and interceding prieff, 
and a reigning king ; and perfedlly 
qualified for the execution of thef- 
high and infinitely important offi. 
ces, and faithful in the execution 
He is infinitely beney. 
olent, merciful and compaffionate, 
gracious andcondefcending. From 
his birth to his death, he was holy, 
harmlefs, undefiled, and feparate 
from finners ; and is made higher 
than the heavens. He exhibited, 
while on earth, in his private life, 
and public conduét, a perfed ex. 
ample—an example of perfea ho- 
linefs, in the performance of every 
duty. This example is prefented 
to view, in the gofpel; for us to 
eye, and to imitate. In his preach- 
ing, obedience and fufferings, con- 
fidering the end for which he obey- 
ed and fuffered, he manifefted and 
exprefled, infinite regard to the 
glory of God, and to the good 
of creatures, and particularly, of 
mankind—infinite regard to the 
honor and authority of the divine 
law, and as real a defire, that the 
divine difpleafure againft fin fhould 
fully appear, as that finners might 
be faved—that thefe two ends 
might be confiftently accomplifhec. 
He hath actually done, to the Fath- 
er’s acceptance, all that was nece!- 
fary in the way of obedience and 
fuffering by a mediator, to lay a 
foundation for the confiftent and 
honorable falvation of finners. Of 
this, the moft inconteltible proof 
isexhibited. Tor the Father hath 
exalted him with his own right 
hand, to bea prince and a Saviour, 
committed all judgment tohim, and 
given him to be head over all things 
to the Church. Repentance and 
remiflion of fins, are ordered to 
be preached in his name, among 
all nations. In him, it 1s declar- 
ed, there is falyation, and in no 
other ; by him, and by him only. 
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can men have accefs to and accept- 
ance with God. He is the end of 
the law for righteoufnefs, to every 
one who believeth, and the au- 
thor of eternal falvation, to all 
them that obey him. 

Such is the dottrine of the gof- 
pel concerning the perfon, charac- 
ter, offices, obedience, fufferings, 
refurrection and exaltation of Je- 


fus Chrift, with the defign and im- | 


port thereof. In what a majeltic, 
glorious, awful and amiable light, 
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doth this doétrine place the Deity 

before us? What a view doth it | 
give us, of the facrednefs and un- | 
changing obligation of his law? | 
What an awful view doth it prefent | 
of the infinite evil and criminality 
of fin? How ineffably amiable 
and glorious, and worthy of our 
love and praife, efteem, truft and 
confidence, and unreferved obedi- 
ence, doth it fhow the Lord Jefus | 
Chrift? And how infinitely impor- | 
tant and interefting to us, doth it 
prove it tobe, to deny ourfelves, | 





and take up our crofs, and follow | 
him? And, of confequence, how 
admirably well adapted is it, to 
promote and excite to the exercife 
and practice of real piety and true 
religion? If, with this doétrine 
placed in full view, we are neg- 
ligent and carelefs with refpect to 
religion, and indulge to ungodli- 


nefs and worldly luits, to vice and | 


wickednefs, we fhall be inexcufa- 
ble iudeed ! 
(To be continued ) 





On the duty and importance of 
Sociat Worsmip. 


NUMBER I. 


AN is a creature formed 

for fociety—for focial or- 

der, and focial enjoyment. His 
rational powers and faculties are 
fitted both to receive and commu- 





nicate good.—The wifdom and | 
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goodnefs of the Great Author of 


nature {trikingly appear in fo con- 
ftituting the economy of man, as 
not only to rencer individuals ne- 
ceffary to each other, but alfo to 
caft the inclination upon the fide 
of interelt—to make what is necef- 
fary to our being a fource of com- 
fort and delight, and even to {weet- 
en the delights of focial life, with 
many natural and endearing rela- 
tions. 

From this ground, that man is 
a focial being, and all his duties 
and comforts, his bopes and fears, 
his affections and paflions either 
immediately or ultimately connect- 
ed with fociety, arifes alfo the 
duty of focial worfhip. The pro- 
priety and fitnefs of this, is at once 
difcerned by the confiderate ob- 
ferver, and its inftitution ftrikes the 
benevolent mind with a {till bright- 
er difplay of the divine wifdom 
and goodnefs. 

That mankind fhould unite in a 
focial and public manner to wor- 


| fhip the Great God, the infinite 


fountain of all being and blefled- 
nefs, the light of nature teaches— 
the voice of reafon direéts, and 
the authority of Revelation com- 
mands. In performing the duty, 
the true worfhipper experiences the 
moft fublime pleafure and fatisfac- 
tion. ‘The principle of obedience 
is the fource of true enjoyment ; 
and what he performs as a duty, 
he realizes asthe higheft privilege. 

Whenever, in the fpirit of true 
devotion, we unite our focial hom- 
age to our Maker, and fay, as 
we are divinely directed, Our 
Father who art in heaven ;—what 
other impreffions do we feel, but 
love to God, and love to one ano- 
ther? What other views do we 
exprefs, but that all mankind are 
our brethren ;_ that as children of 
God’s numerous family we unite 
to addrefs our great common Pa- 
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rent, with an affectionate fenfe of 
our filial relation and dependence? 
By the fame exprefhon we acknow- 
ledge, that as members of the fame 
family, our intereft is one—our 
duty of common obligation—our 
forrows and our joys, our hopes 
and our fears, our mifery and our 
happinefs the fame—that we are 
all fellow creatures made and pre- 
ferved by the fame hand—of the 
fome moral character, by nature 
children of wrath—that we have 
one and the fame God to worfhip 
—one and the fame Mediator to 


rit to enlighten and fanétify us ;— 
that we have common fins to con- 


redeem us—one and the fame Spi- | 






Worfhip. (Fes. 


I remember thefe things, I pour 
out my foul in me, for I had pone 
with the multitude, I went with 
them to the houfe of God, with 
the voice of joy and praife, with a 
multitude that kept holy day.” 
(Pfalm xl. 5.) “ How amiable 
are thy tabernacles, O Lord of 
hofts! My foul longeth, yea even 
fainteth for the courts of the Lord, 
my heart and my flefh crieth out 
for the living God. Yea the fpar. 
row hath found an houfe, and the 
fwallow a neft for herfelf, where 
fhe may lay her young—*thine al- 
tars, O Lord of hofts, my king 
and my God ” ( Pfalm |xxxiv.) 
The fame views, feelings and 













fefs and lament—common mercies 
to acknowledge—the fame pardon 
to feek—the fame fal vation to work 
out, and the fame eternity, for 


and realizing fenfe of thefe truths 
infpire the pious mind with un- 


fpeakable delight. 


“ Knowledge and love make fpirits 





a bleft, 

Tek. Knowledge their food, and love their 
d i reft.” 

+ 4 , ° . 

v4 ty And as the duties of focial wor- 


fhip in a fpecial and powerful man- 
ner, tend to open thefe truths to 
the view of the mind, and to infix 
their genuine imprefhons warm up- 
on the heart of the true worfhipper 





















his infinite wifdom and goodnefs 
manifefted in the inftitution. He 
feels an indiffoluble attachment to 


delight in the duty. Witnefs the 
example of the man after God’s 
own heart. In what Janguage of 
devotion and zeal does he exprefs 
his defire towarcs the houfe of his 
God, and his delight in attending 
the duties of focial worfhip! “ J 
was glad, when they faid unto me 
let us go into the houfe of the 


Lord.” ( Pfalm cxxii. 1.) * When 





which to prepare. The knowledge | 


—he rejoices and blefles God for | 


the fervice—-a warm and fenfible | 


defires, in relation to the fame ob- 
| je&ts, poffefs the heart, and influ- 
ence the condué& of every true 
worfhipper of Ged. The foul that 
is born of God, loves to draw 
| near to him in all the ways of his 
appointment, and to dwell in his 
immediate prefence. ‘ Bleffed are 
they that dwell in thine houfe ; 
| they will be ftill praifing thee. 
| One thing,” faith the Pfalmift, 
“ have I defired of the Lord, that 
will I feek after, that I may dwell 
in the houfe of the Lord all the 
days of my life, to behold the beav- 
ty of the Lord, and inquire in his 
holy temple.” 

God is the former of our bodies 
and the father of our fpirits, and 
he wi!! be glorified by the works 





| * Jt is believed by many thet the 
| word even, inferted in this piace by the 
tranflators of the Bible, ought to have 
been omitted; and this idea is fully a- 
dopted by the writer. That fparrows 
and fwallows fhould build their netts, 
and lay their young upon the altars of 
facrifice is at beft a very incongruous 
fuppofition. 
one word, the fenfe is plain and nat- 
ural, and by a very animated apoftro- 
phe exprefies the fervent zeal of the 
Pfalmift towards the worhhip and fer 
vice of the Temple. 





But with the omiffion of 
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of his hands. ‘Tho’ he needeth 
not our fervices, yet in his infinite 
wifdom he hath feen fit to enjoin 
them. He direéts us in the man; 
ner of their performance, and in 
infinite condefcenfion is pleafed to 
accept them, through the media- 
tionof his Son. And he requires 
us not only to worfhip him in hum- 
ble heart fincerity, in f{pirit and in 
truth ; but enjoins the fervice of 
the whole man.—Both foul and 
body are to be attive inftruments 
of his glory—attively and jointly 
employed ia the folemn exercife of 
his worfhip, ana confecrated to his 
fervice. For, though the duty of 
prayer and praife, effentially con- 
fift in the temper and views of the 
heart, difpofing the foul to cry af- 
ter God—to draw near to him as 4 
child, in the exercife of repentance, 
faith, hope, joy, confidence and 
truft—yet in the complete exercife 
of worfhip, of focial worhip, ina 
fpecial manner, there muft be an 
offering up of the defires of our 
hearts in words, outwardly ex- 
vrefhve of our internal feelings and 
views. The heart and votce mult 
unite in the fervice, and mu- 


tnally confpire in the worfhip of | 


God. For tho’ bodily exercife, 
feparately confidered, profiteth lit- 
tle, and the outward form of 
prayer, without the fpirit of it in 
ihe heart, is but a vain oblation, a 
proftitution of the duty, and a fo- 
lemn mockery of God ; yet we 
may fay of thefe two parts of wor- 
fhip, as the Saviour, in his reproof 
ot the hypocritical Jews, exprefles 
himfelf concerning the cffentials 
ord ceremonials of the law—~— 
“ Thefe things (the weiphtier mat- 
ters of the law) ought ye to have 
done, and not to have left the o- 
ther (thecircumftantials) undone.” 
90 the fpirit of prayer in the heart, 
muft not be wanting in every true 
worfhipper 3 and with this muft be 
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joined the fervice of the lips.— 
Thus we are taught by the pro- 
phet Hofea, in his devout exhort- 
ation to repentance. ‘ O Ifrael, 
return unto the Lord thy God, 
for thou haft fallen by thine ini- 
quity.”” Here is the facrifice of a 
broken and contrite heart, pointed 
out and enjoined by the expreflion, 
* return unto the Lord 3”? and 
then he goes on to direct the out- 
ward form and manner in which the 
duty isto be done. ‘ Take with 
you words and turn unto the Lord 
—fay unto him take away all ini- 
quity, and receive us giacioufly, fo 
will we render the ca/ves of our 
lips.” 

To the fame point of inftrufion 
we read inthe soth Pfalm, laft 
verfe “ Whofo offereth praife, glo- 
rifieth me.’ And the apoftle im- 
proves the redeeming mercy and 
grace of God, as the higheit and 
ftrongeft argument to enforce the 
duty of univerfal dedication in the 
worfhip and fervice of God. “ Ye 
are not your own for ye are bought 
with a price; therefore glorify 
God in your body and in your {pi- 
rit which are God’s.”’? Thus “with 
the heart man believeth unto right- 
eoufnefs, and with the mouth con- 
feflion is made unto falvation.”’ 

The facukty of {peech is a dif- 
tinguifhing excellency in man, be- 
{towed by the beneficent author of 
nature for the moft wife and im- 
portantends. Hereby we are enz- 
bled not only to communicate our 
thoughts and feelings to one ano- 
ther refpe&ing the things of time, 
but we inquire and learn the 
way of everlafling falvation—hold 
bleffed communion with the Fa- 
ther of our Spirits, and unire our 
hearts with our voices, in focial 
homage, to worthip, praife and glo- 
rify the God that made us,— 
Therefore itis that the tongue or 


faculty of fpecch is ftiled the g/ory 
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of the human frame, and is expref- 
fed by this animated figure in va- 
rious paflages of the writings of 
David. ‘ Therefore my heart ts 
glad, and my glory rejoiceth.” 
( Pfalm xvi. 9 ) that is, my tongue 
declares my joyin God. ‘'f'othe 
end that my glory, (that is my 
tongue) may fing praife to thee and 
not be fiient.” ( P/alm xxx. 12.) 
“© Awake up my glory, awake 
pfaltery and harp.”’ ( Pfulm \vii. 8.) 
aad in Pfalm cviil. 1. ** O God, 
iny heart is fixed, I will fing and 
give praife, even with my glory.” 

ASAPH. 
(To be continued. ) 
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HE publication of the vari- 
ous narratives of the relt- 
gious attention, which has prevail- 
Bit ed, in many towns in this {tate, 
hye) Mie. appears to me to be of excellent 
: tendency ; and calculated to afford 
important inftruction relative to 
many molt interefting things, as 
well as to imprefs the reflecting 
mind with many important confid- 
erations. In perufing them, my 
mind has been led to make many 
reficctions. I have endeavored, 
in as concife a manner as I am able, 


by Te to ftate the ufe and improvement 
ee te which may be made of thefe ex- 

epey S % traordinary operations. 
Bini. Tie 1. I think they are eminently 
Sallie Bio, calculated, to afford pleafure and 
cae 18 joy to the minds ef all well-withers 
Ly pe to Zion and the welfare of the 


fouls of men.—If credit is to be 
given to thofe narratives, we mutt 
confider fuch operations as termi- 
nating in the enlargement of the 
Church of Chrift and in multiply- 


ia iy ing witnefles forhim. And, how- 

dite " } ever inadequate men are, as to de- 
$4 ‘ +5 a. . . 
ae H* termining, with abfolute certainty, 


Bes Tae how many are become the fubjedts 
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of renewing grace, yet charity will 
conclude, that among all who have 
come out, and openly acknowl. 
edged Chrift, there muft be many, 
who are become the real fubjeds 
of it. 

This cannot fail, of infpiring 
the minds of all the true lovers of 
Zion and the happinefs of the fouls 
of men, with joy and confolation, 
It is an unfpeakably higher eyi- 
dence of the goodnefs and mercy 
of God, and of his gracious pref- 
ence, than the increafe of corn 
and wine and oil. Ithough fuch 
influences are decal, and though 
this confideration may caft a gloom 
on the circumftances of fuch pla- 
ces as are left in fecurity, yet, as 
the’ well-wifhers of Zion do not 
confine their wifhes to any particu- 
lar place or people, they do re- 
joice and will rejoice, that God’s 
work is proceeding in any place. 

z. The hiftory of the late a- 
wakenings, is calculated to imprefs 
the mind, with a view and fenfe of 
the fovereignty of God, in the 
beftowment of the influences of his 
Spirit. 

In the late effufions of the di- 
vine Spirit, although many places 
have been vitited, yet it has been 
far from being univerfal or general. 
It has rained upon one place and 
not upon another. While the 
people in one place have been at- 
tentive, to a high degree, to fpirit- 
ual and eternal concerns, thofe of 
another, and perhaps, of an ad- 
joining place, have been left in fe- 
curity, and to dofe over the moft 
important things. Now, why is one 
place vifited and another not! It 
cannot be fatisfactorily accounted 
for, from the external means 
which have been enjoyed ;° nor 
from any previous appearances, Or 
predifpofing circumftances. 4 
that can be faid in fuch a cafe is, 
what our Saviour ebferved on a fim- 
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ilar occafion, ** Even fo, Father, 
for fo it hath feemed good in thy 
fight.”—-And, the fovereignty of 
God in fuch operations appears 
not only in diftinguifhing fome 
places from others, in the beftow- 
ment of them, but in the diftinc- 
tions which are made among indi- 
viduals, in the fame place. Al- 
though the attention, in many pla- 
ces, has been general, yet it has not 
been univerfal. Many individuals 
have been left in fecurity and in- 
attention. And, among thofe who 
were awakened, it does not ap- 
pear, that it has been confined to 
fuch as human views would have 
fingled out as the favored objects, 
but fuch have been arrefted, in ma- 
ny inftances, who were at the 
greateft remove from all ferious at- 
tention—fuch as have burlefqued 
and even wholly rejeéted Chriftian- 
ity , and have confidered fuch a- 
wakenings, as the cffect of enthu- 
fiafm and a diftempered imagina- 
tion. In thefe refpedts it appears, 
from the various narratives which 
have been given, that awakenings 


are at the fovereign difpofal of | 


God. Although there are, doubt- 
Jefs, fufficiently {trong reafons in 
the divine mind for doing as he 
docs ; yet we have no other way 
to account for it, than by refolving 
it into the fovereignty of God. 

3. Another truth, which we can 
hardly fail of remarking, in the 
narratives of the late work of God, 
in different places, is this, that 
the awakening influences of the 
divine fpirit will excite the atten- 
tion of mankind to the means of 
falvation. However f{tupid people 
were, antecedently, yet, they are 
no fooner awakened, or their 
minds impreffed with a fenfe of 
their danger, and of the impor- 
tance of falvation, than they be- 
gin to read and pray and inquire 
on the fubje of falvation. ‘This 
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‘appears from the progrefs of the 
| work of God, in the various pla- 
| ces which are refpected in the nar- 
ratives. As foon as thefe wore 
any appearances of the effufion of 
the fpirit, there was a proportion- 
able engagednefs to attend on 
means. Public affemblies became 
propertionably crowded ; and there 
was an ardent defire to hear the 
word, to have fermons multiplied, 
and frequent religious conference: 
inftituted. People, at fuch a time. 
will inquire, and will attend cn 
means. At fucha time, a word 
faid, importing a doubt, whether it 
be the duty of unregenerate mer 
to attend on means of grace, is in 
dire& oppofition to the feelings of 
fuch as are awakened. However 
deficient they may be, as to the 


| ftate of their minds, yet their 


minds are ftrongly impelled to an 
attendance on means. This is 
found to be an effeét which univer- 
fally attends the outpouring of the 
divine fpirit.—Purfue fuch opera- 
tions in every place where they 
| exift, and this effeét will be ob- 
ferved. We mutt firft banith fuch 
influences from a people, or they 
iwill attend on means. This 
may lead then to aremark, which 
‘oughtto make the moft painful 
| and humiliating impreflions on the 
| minds of fuch people and individ- 
uals as live in the neglect of the 
means of grace. It is a fure evi- 
dence, that God does pafs by 
them—that they are not even the 
fubjeéts of the common, awake- 
ning influence of the divine fpirit 
— They havetheevidence in them- 
felves, and carry it with them, 
through the whole of their negli- 
gence and inattention. 

4. Another important con‘d- 
eration, which the narratives and 
hiftories of the work of God, in 
different places, is calculated to 
‘inforceand illuftrate is, that, or- 
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dinarily, it is neceflary to regene- 
ration and conyerfion, that finners 
fhould be awakened to attend to 
the means of grace. Although it 
is not pretended, that means, on 
account of any innate energy in 
them, do regenerate men, or beget 
grace in the hearts of finners ; and, 
although regeneration is the work 
of God, and the immediate effect 
of his power, yet, it does appear, 
from fact and obfervation, that it 
is ordinarily neceflary to regenera- 
tion, that finners fhould be awaken- 
edto attend on means. ‘This ap- 
pears, from the revivals narrated, 
in the various numbers in the Mag- 
azine. Previoufly to the awaken- 
ings which have taken place, there 
were no preater appearances of con- 
verfions than in other places : but, 
in confequence of fuch awakenings 
and attention, the inftances have 
been multiplied. And thofe in- 
{tances have been confined, to fuch 
as were awakened and excited to 
attend on means. Not an inftance 
hasoccurred among the inattentive. 
And this has been found to be 
true, generally, refpeétiny both pub- 
lic and private inftances of regen- 
‘eration. I donot fay, that God 
cannot regenerate without firft 
awakening finners to attend on 
means ; or thatall are awakened 
to the fame degree, or for the 
fame Icngth of time ; but it does 
appear, as if a degree of awaken- 
ing and a diligent attendance on 
means were, ordinarily, neceflary 
to God’s giving renewing grace to 
finners. It appears from fact, that 
this is the ordinary way: and fo, 
that there is ordinarily, no reafon- 
able profpe that a work of grace 
will be begun in the hearts of fin- 
ners, “till they are awakened -to 
concern, anda diligent attendance 
to the means of grace. ‘This leads 
us to fee, what dark and difmal 
profpects, fuch-peopls and individ- 





uals have, who can continue to 
live in the neglect of the means o; 
grace. ‘They have no profpedt, no 
reafon to expect to be the fubjeas 
of renewing influence in that 
{tate. 

5- Another truth which the nar- 
ratives under confideration tend to 
enforce is, that however neceffary 
it is to regeneration, that finners 
are awakened to attend to means ; 
yet there is no eftablifhed connec- 
tion, between their attending on 
means, as they do attend, and re- 
gencration.—In the beftowment of 
regenerating grace on thofe who 
are awakened, God exercifes the 
fame fovereignty, as he does in 
giving the awakening influence ot 
his {pirit to different people. God 
vifits fome places with the effufion: 
of his fpirit, and paffes by other: 
So it is among finners who are a- 
wakened to concern, and to ait. 
tend on means of grace and falva 
tion. Although it appears, tha: 
awakening and attention are, or- 
dinarily, neceflary to regenera. 
tion; yet there is no certain con- 
nection, between their attendance 
oa meansand regeneration. God, 
in his fovereignty, diftinguifhes 
fome, by giving them renewing 
grace. ‘This appears to be true, 
from facts, as they are ftated in 
the various narratives. Many there 
are, who, after being awakened 
to attend on means, gradually re- 
turn to their former eafe, and car- 
ry not the leaft evidence of their 
being the fubjeéts of grace. But, 
as the apoftle James expreffes it, 
“* It has happened to them, according 
to the true proverb, The dog is turn- 
ed to his own vomit again; and, 
the fow that was wafbed, to her 
wallowing in the mire.”? We ate 
not, therefore, to fuppofe, any 
certain conneétion between finners 
being awakened to attend on means 
and regeneration ; while, on the 
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other hand, it is, ordinarily, ne- 
ceffary that finners fhould be awa- 
kened to attend, in that manner 
to means, in order to their being 
the fubje&s of renewing grace. 

6. Vhe narratives, in the fore- 
going view of them, are eminently 
calculated to excite fome ferious 
reflections and confiderations, in 
the minds of fuch people, as have 
not been the fubje&ts of fuch a- 
wakening influences. Although 
the fpirit of God has been remark- 
ably poured out, on many places, 
and converfions have beca hope- 
fully multiplied ; yet it is equally 
true, that in many other places, 
there has been nothing of that na- 
ture. ‘They have been left to pine 
iway in their iniquity—to contia- 
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and plead his own caufe ; that his 
fpirit may be poured out upon them, 
and his blefling on their offspring. 

On the whole, it appears from 
the hiftory given us of the late work 
of God, in various places in this 
{tare, that it is a matter of the 
higheft importance for a people, 
that they are made the fubjeéts of 
the awakening influences of God’s 
{pirit ; and that fuch influences will 
certainly awaken fioners to a dili- 
gent attention to means of grace, 
which is ordinarily neceffary to the 
exercife of the mighty power of 
God, in their regeneration and 
converfion ; altho’ not certainly 


' connected with it. 


ue fecure and inattentive—to neg- | 


le the means of grace. Inftead 
of defiring that religious exercifes 
thouid be increafed, they can hard. 
fy attend on the ftated religious 
exereifes of the Sabbath. Inttead 
of wifhing, that conferences and 
ipecial feafons for improvement in 
religion fhould be appointed, they 
can hardly be perfuaded to attend 
on the moft common religious fer- 
ces.—Now, what ferious and fo- 
wee reflections are incumbent on 
fuch a people! Is it not certain, 
that God has paffed by them! Is 
it not evident, that being left as 
they are, they and the rifing gene- 
ration among them muft perifh ! 
Is it neceffary, that finners be a- 
wakened and cnaleel to attend on 
means to their having hope, that a 
work of prace will be carried on! 
Then fach people as are lett with- 
out any fpecial operation of the 
fnirit of God among them, have, 
unde r prefent appearances, noth- 
ing to expeét but ruin and deftruc- 
tion. There is the utmoft reafon, 
and the loude(t call on the triends 
of Zion, to awake and cry might- 
ily unto God, that he would arife 
Vor. I. No, 8. 


But, it may here be afked, wheth- 
er the account of the fuccefs of 
attending on means, as exemplifi- 
ed in the hiftory given of the awa- 
kenings, in different places, be fuch 


| as is given in the Wadi {criptures ? 


Do nor the facred {criptures not on- 
ly teach us the neceflity of atrend- 
ing on means, but actually connect 
an attendance on means with re- 
generation? Anfwer. The fcrip- 
tures do teach, that there 1s a cer- 
tain connection between attending 
on means of grace, in a certain 
qualitied fenfe, and fa/vation. But 
there is no where to be found in 
the fcriptures, any fuch do¢trine as 
a connection between attending on 
means, as the unholy and unregen- 
erate attend on them, and re,ene- 
ration. Attending on means, in 
the f{cripture fenfe of the words, 
includes in it, the exercile of ho- 
linefs—of faith—humility, truft in 
God and obedience. Such an ate 
tendance on means never precedes 
regeneration ; and confequently, 
promifes are not extended to any 
of the exercifes of the unregene- 
rate. Regeneration, therefore, is 
always piven as an unpromifed mer- 
cy. Hew can it then be faid, that 
attending on means is coanected 
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with promifes of falvation ; if re- | 


generation, which is falvation be- 
gun, takes place as an unpromifcd 
favor ; or is not connected with 
any promife? Anfwer. Admit- 
ting that regeneration is, accerd- 
ing to divine conftitution, the Le- 
ginning of falvation, yet ii is not 
the whale of falyation ; and com- 
plete and final falvation is depend- 
ing on the conftant influence and 


excrcife of divine power. Were | 


it sot for fuch conftant exercifes of 
power, the regenerate would back- 
flide, apoftatize and perifh forever. 
And fuchb influence is conneSted 
with a proper attendance on means. 
Ain intere{tin the promifes of fuch 
interpofitions commences, when 


perfons attend on means in the ex- | 


ercife of faith and holinefs. 
But, an objector may ftill en- 
quire and urge ; that altho’ it docs 


appear, that attending on means of | 


grace according to the {cripture ac- 
count of it, does feem to imply 
fomething which the unregenerate 


do never exercife ; yet, in other | 


reprefentations, is it not implied, 


that the promifes do extend to- 


them? The {criptures do certainly 


connect grace and divine interpofi- | 


tiens, with an attendance on means. 
Does not this imply, that there are 


promifes ofregenerating grace made | 


to the doings of the unregenerate ? 
The regenerate have grace ; and 
divine power has already been ex- 
ercifed in them. 

Anfwer. If the regenerate 
have become independent, if they 
do not need prace, nor the exer- 
cife of divine power to train them 
up for falvation, we mutt, indeed, 
admit that promifes of grace and 
ef the exercife of divine power, 
do refpeét the regeneration of fin- 
ners. But, are weto view the ftate 
of the regenerate to be a {tate of 
independence ! ‘T'hat they are be- 
yond the geceflity of the inter- 


pofition of divine power on their 
| behalf ! Do we derive fuch views 
| of the regenerate, from the word 
| of God! No; the fcriptures fpeak 
| of the mighty power of God in 
| them that do believe. And be. 
| lievers are faid to be * kept by the 
| power of God, through faith, unto 
| falvation.”” The regenerate are 
| conftantly and neceffarily depend- 
| ent on divine interpofitions, or the 
exercife of the mighty power of 
God, to preferve and meeten them 
| for heaven, or complete falvation. 
It is, therefore perfectly unreafon- 
able to infer, from the {criptures, 
that regenerating grace is connec- 
ted with any exercifes of the un- 
|regenate, from their connedting 
the beftowment of grace, or the 
exercife of the mighty power of 
| God, with an attendance on means 
of grace or falvation. And that 
for two reafons. Firft, becaufe 
| the upregencrate are always effen- 
‘tially deficient in the manner of 
‘their attending on means. And, 
fecondly, becaufe the flate of the 
regencrate, who do alone truly 
and properly attend on means, 1s 
fuch, as eminently needs the bef- 
towment of grace and the exercife 
of divine, almighty power, to keep 
and train them up for complete fal- 
vation. If the unregenerate did, 
in fa&, attend on means as the 
'{criptures do direét men to attend 
' on them ; or if unregenerate men 
ouly needed grace and the exerci- 
fes of divine power, to being fa. 
| ved, then, indeed we might con- 
| clude, that in the {criptures, the 
| doings of the unregenerate and 
| regeneration are connetted. But, 
| who that confiders the {tate of be: 
| lievers or the regenerate, can think, 
| that they have got beyond the need 
2 grace and the exercife of di- 
| 


vine power on their behalf ! And 
! how unjuft and unwarrantable to 
view thefacred {criptures, as prom- 
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1. We are to underftand {erip- 
ture prophecy in a plain and literal 
fenfe, unlefs there is an obvious rea- 
fon to apply it figuratively ; which 
reafon will not apply to language 
in general. 

The primary and common fig- 
nification of words will always be 


1801. | 


ifing regenerating grace to finners, , 
becaufe it promifes grace, and the 
exercifes of divine power, to train | 
up thofe for heaven, who attend to 
means in a manner which the un- 
regenerate never do! Nothing can 
be inferred in favor of unregene- 
rate exercifes, as connecting with | . 
regenerating grace, from promifes | literal. A metaphorical fenfe is 
of grace and of the interpofition { introduced from a fuppof-d_like- 
of divine power being conneéted | nefs in the fubjeét to fomething al- 
with perfonal exercifes ; for thofe | ready named, and from the incon- 
perfonal exercifes are peculiar to ; venience attending the invention 
the regenerate ; and the bleflings | and ufe of new words. Thence we 
promifed, are abfolutely neceffary | muft take words in their literal 
to their being trained up for falva- | fenfe, unlefs a particular reafon of- 


tion. An attendance on means, | fer for a departure from it. 
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in a peculiar and qualified fenfe, 
being connected with and abfolute- 
ly neceflary to complete falyation 


is perfectly confiltent with there | 
being no promifes to or connection, | 


between regeneration and the do- 
ings of the unregenerate. 


EUSEBIUS. 





Zn attempt to eflablifh the literal 
fenfe of the predittion relating to 
the army and deflrudiion of Gog, 
recorded in the thirty-eighth and 
thirty-ninth chapters of Exekiel. 


HE arguments of Benevolus 

to prove the future glory of 

the Jewifh nation, are judicioufly 
noted and arranged. If the f{crip- 
ture prophecies adduced by him to 
prove that they will return to the 
inheritance of their fathers, are to 
be underftood literally, the argu- 
ment for this important event, is 
equally conclufive.* If the pre- 
diction relating to the army and 





deltrution of Gog, recorded in the 
thirty-eighth and thirty-ninth chap- 
ters of Ezekiel, can be fhewn to | 
require a literal fenfe, the meaning | 
of the other prophecies brought for 
thisend will not be difputed. 
For this purpofe the following 
obfervations are fubmitted. 


* Conneticut Magazine, No. 3, 4 5. 


But no reafon can be given for 
departing from the literal fenfe in 
fixing the meaning of this prophe- 


icy. It is confiltent, intelligible, 
and agreeable to the analogy of 
faith. It predi€ts an event, credi- 


ble in itfelf, agreeable to the ftate 
of human nature, of fociety, and of 
the Jewifh nation at the time ex- 
prefled in the prediction, and the 
final ifflue, in the deftruftion of 
Gog, is agreeable to the analogy 
of divine difpenfations, and the 
general {cheme of divine govern- 
ment, in difappeinting the devices 
of the wicked, and overthrowing 
the enemies of the church ; juft 
when they feem to be feizing their 
prey, and ready to triumph in their 
fuccefs. 


2. This prophecy, in a literal 
con{truétion, is harmonious in all 
its parts, with itfelf, with hiltory, 
and with other fcripture prophecy. 

Agreeably to the general opin- 
ion of expofitors, I fuppofe Gog, 
or Magog, the fon of Japheth, to 
be the anceftor of the ancient Scy- 


'thians, and that from thofe Jaf 


defcended the Ottoman race, or 
the Turks ; who in this predic- 
tion, aS is common, are named 
from their anceflor. Confequent- 
ly, the name of Gog, with other 
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defcendants of Noah by Japheth, 
in this prediction, rep wefents the 
Ottoman power with its connec- 
tions of allied and conquered na- 
tions. 

The land of Ifrael has, for ages, 
been poflefied by the P Bu 
from the op} prefl on of the eovern- 
ment, and from other coalies , it ts 
thinly mhabited, in a fenfe defo- 
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to the confirmation of their faith 
in it. 

Being affured that Jefus of Naz- 
areth is their promifed Mefhah, and 
perceiving the providential prepa- 
ration for their return, in the ftate 
of the land of their ancettors— 
their movable property, and com- 
medious fituation, they wil! judge 
the time of their long defired re- 
turn to be arrived, and confid ling in 





Jate, aud comparatively barren.— 
The Vurkith empire has been de- 
clining already for more than a 
century 3 and from fcripture pro- 
phecy, as well as from 
fources of evidence, we are 
to expect its overthrow, about the 
time of the fall of the papal hter- 
archy, the converfion of the Jews, 
and commencement of the happy 
millennium. 

Previous to this event it will, 
probably, be reduced much below 
its prefent {tate of wealth and pow- 
er. Ila confequence of this, its 
diftant provinces will be reduced 
to a more defencelefs ftate than at 
prefent, and be in no condition 


” 
u 


other 


to oppofe an invading army; and - 


will probably have no inclination 

to prevent the fettlement af a peo- 

ple among them who come ina 
eaceable manner. 

The well known to 
entertain the flrongelt expedtation 
of a return to the induetnamce of 
their fathers, when their Mcefiiah 
fhall appear. 

For this reafon in particular, 
they place their intercit in meeny 
and other property, eafily remo 
ble, and but very little in houft 
and Jands; and inhabit in orcat 
trading towns and feaport places, 
from whence they can remove 
themfelves and their property to 
Paleitine, with the greateft conven- 
zence, and on the fhorteft notice. 

Admitting that feripture proph- 
ecy really infures this event, their 


fews are 


) 
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or 
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converfion to Chrifiianity will tend | 





the guidance and proteétion ot 
their God and mannan, while 
they follow the dictates of | 
word and providence, they will 
hatten their return to the land of 
their fathers ; and, “* The ranfom- 
ed of the Lord will return and 
come to Zion with fongs, and 
everlatting joy upon their heads, 
they thal! obrain joy and gladaeds, 
and forrow and fighing fhall flee 
away. 

The Jews are — known to 


45 


poffefs very great wealth in money 
and mova ables. This the ey will car- 
ry with them; as they are very 


numerous, they will gE 
wealth, much more, probably, tha 
could be colleéted in the 
empire upon earth. 

As they are a people unufed to 
war, and will go under the efpecial 
protection of their Redeemer, they 
will not poffefs the common meané 
of defence againit an invading enc- 
my. 

The Turkith government, redu- 
ced by that time, as we may realoa- 

ably expect, to extreme neceflity, 
and acquainted with the wea. th, 
and, ap parently, defencelefs {tate 
of the Jews, whom it will confid- 
er as intruders on its dominions, 
may be reafonably expected to eX: 
ert its utmott ftrength ina mott 
{trenuous cffort to cut ‘off the whole 

nation, and pofiefs their property: 
and by this means to regain MS 
ancient grandeur. 
To effet this a numerous arm; 
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muft be raifed and vaft prepara- | 


tions made. 

The prediction before us in its 
literal conftruétion, exaétly agrees 
to this view, in every particular, 
and affures us, that when the army 
of Gog has entered the land of 
Ifrael, ‘to take the prey and 
{poil,” divine providence fhall ap- 
pear for the prefervation of God’s 
people, and the army fhall fall and 

erifh upon the mountains of 
Ifrael,”’? and “ the Lord will, 
furely, fet his glory among the 
heathen, and all the heathen fhall 
fee his judgment which he hath 
executed, and his hand which he 
hath laid upon them. And the 
houfe of Ifrael fhall know that he | 
is the Lord their God, from that 
day and forward.”* Can ftronger 
evidence, in favor of the literal 
conftruétion of {cripture prophecy, 
be defired than appears in the pref- | 
ent cafe ? 

3- Should it be fuppofed, after 
a! " that the prediétion before us 
refpects the conflict of the redeem- 
ed church with its enemies and 
viclory over them, which fhall in- 
troduce the happy millennium of its 
profperity ; the application of it 
which we have adopted will be 
rather confirmed than otherwife. 

It is a well known truth, which | 
the careful and intelligent ftudents 
of fcripture prophecy muft have 
noticed, ivl 
tions refpeéting the profperous and 
adverfe events relating to the re- 
deemed church, are not prediétions 
of one event, exclufively, but of 

a feries of events of one kind. 

This obfervation is fupported | 
by molt of the divine predictions 
in the holy {criptures, re{pecting 

he Church. 

The firlt intimation of divine 
mercy, to apoftate man, is-of this 


® Ezekiel xy 1X 2k, 2% 








| The deftru@ion of 


| mans, with its a 


that the divine predic- | 
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import. I will put enmity,” 
faid the Lord, to the Serpent, 
‘* between thee and the woman, 
and between thy feed and her feed. 
It fhall bruife thy head, and thou 
fhalt bruife hisheel.”+ ‘This pre- 
diction evidently refpeéts the whole 
feries of events in the confli& be- 
tween Chrift and Satan, and the 
final victory of the Redeemer. 
The prophecy of Enoch, prefer- 
ved by Jude, muft be underftood 
in like manner.t ‘The deftruc- 
tion of the old world by the del- 
uge, was, undoubtedly the prima- 
ry fubject of this prediétion. Jude 
applies 1 it to the apoftates ot his 
own time, and no one wil! queltion 


| its ultimate refpect to the general 


judgment. 

The fame- obfervation applies 
to the predictions mentioned in 
the preceding article, anc to ma- 
ny others. ‘ihe prophetic defcrip- 
tion given by our divine Saviour in 
the 24th chapter of Matthew, is 
to be thus explained. 

Jerufalem 
and the Jewith ftate, by the Ro- 
tecedents and 
concomitants, is clearly the pri- 
| mary fubje&t of prophecy. But 
| whoever hefitated to admit that 
_ the awful events of the laft great 
| day, are ultimately defigned ? 

Elucidations of the argument 
| might be multiplied, but thefe, ii 
| is ‘apprehended are fuflicient. In 
every view of the fubject, addi- 
tional evidence appears in favor 
of the future glory of the Jewith 
nation. 


' 


CONCLUSION. 


1. The literal conftruction of 


this divine prediction is eminently 
adapted to confirm our faith in the 
truth and divinity of the holy ferip 
tures. 
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When the events predicted hall 
be accomplifhed, it will appear 
with abundant evidence, that God 
has ‘remembered his covenant 
with Abraham,’”” and that he hath 
not failed in any of the good things 
of which he hath fpoken concern- 
ing Ifrael, but all are come to pafs. 

This event will be confpicuous 
tothe Gentile nations, in all parts 
of the world. As the Jews are 
difperfed over the earth in places 
of commerce, and the greateft in- 
tercourfe of fociety, their conver- 
fion to Chrittianity, and removal 
to the land of their fathers will be 
events of the moft extenfive noto- 
riety ; andthe wonderful deliver- 
ance from the power of their ene- 
miesafter theirarrival, will undoubt- 
edly be the fubjeét of information 
and wonder to all nations. 

2. The fovereign power and 
grace of God will be eminently 
difplayed in this event. 

s\fter the prevalence of idolatry 
in the world, God chofe the an- 
ceftor of the Jews to himfelf, with 
a view to preferve and perpetuate 
the true religion in his family, till 
the appearance of the promifed 
feed, and of this family, as con- 
cerning the flefh, Chrift came. 

By the time of his incarnation, 
the Jews had generally become 
greatly corrupted in their princi- 
ples and practice, and oppofed his 
mediatorial character and work, 
and thus rejected the counfel of 
God apainft themfel ves. 

They were then forfaken of 
God, and the falvation of the gof- 
pel was given to the Gentiles. 
The long abufe of gofpel prace by 
us Gentiles, and our prefent in- 
creafing oppofition to the divine 
Saviour, are preparing the way 
for the fovereign power and prace 
of God to be emmently difpluyed 
ia recalling the lonp forfaken chi- 
dren of Abraham,and making them 
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a people to thew forth his praife, 
and accomplifhing in them, the 
many gracious promifes. made to 
their fathers. 

The Apoftle Paul feems to con. 
fider thefe fucceflive changes in 
the difpenfation of grace, to Jews 
and Gentiles, as a moft editying 
difplay of divine fovereignty, and 
clofes his difcourfe on the fubjeét 
with this adoring exclamation, 
“ O the depth of the riches both 
of the wifdom and knowledge of 
God ! How unfearchable are his 
judgments and his ways patt tind. 
ing out !’’* 

In reviewing the wonders of 
redeeming grace as fet forth in 
thofe divine prophecies, let us 
unite with this holy Apoftle, and 
all the redeemed from among men 
in thankful acknowledgments to 
the fountain of mercy, and pre- 
fent our humble fupplications, that 
he will foon appear in his glory to 


build up Zion. 





Some thoughts and obfervations or 
the Prophecy of St. Paul, 2 Tim. 


§ a==(). 


T a time when great events 

are taking place in the world, 
and the minds of men are greatly 
agitated about the iffue, and what 
will be the confequence of fo much 
exertion, to eflablifh oppofite in- 
terefts ; it is natural to enquire tor 
light and inttruétion in fo critical a 
period, and to with to know as far 
as poflible how far and to what 
height the evilis to extend. ‘The 
holy {criptures are the only fource 
»f truth and information in fuch ca- 
es; inthat facred volume of truth 
are found many declarations and 
prophecies refpecting things that 
were to come to pafs among which 
the prophecies of St. Paul holda 
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diftinguifhed place. I would take 
particular notice of that in his fec- 
ond letter to Timothy, chapter 3d. 
from the beginning to the gth verfe, 
where the Apoftle fays, 

“ This know alfo, that in the laft 
‘days perilous times fhall come. 
‘ For men fhall be lovers of their 
own felves, covetous, boafters, 
proud, blafphemers, difobedient 
to parents, unthankfal, unholy, 
without natural affection, truce 
breakers, falfe accufers, inconti- 
nent, fierce, defpifers of thofe 
that are good, traitors, heady, 
high minded, lovers of pleafures 
more than lovers of God; hav- 
ing a form of godlinefs but de- 
nying the power thereof ; from 
fuch turnaway. For of this fort 
are they which creep into hovfes, 
and lead captive filly women !a- 
den with fins, led away with di- 
vers lufts, ever learning and nev- 
er able to coine to the knowledge 
of the truth. Now as Jannes 
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fo do thefe alfo refift the truth : 


n~ 


concerning the faith; but they 
fhall proceed no farther ; for their 
folly fhall be manifelt unto all 
men as theirs alfo was.’’ 

Upon this prophecy the follow- 
ing obfervations are fubmitted to 
confideration, viz. that the prefent 
day is the particular period point- 
ed out in the prophecy, as it bears 
every mark and ftamp of it, with 
the greateft exactnefs; none but 
the true {pirit of prophecy could 
have fo perfectly defcribed it. It 
may be faid that fuch characters 
have always been in the world, ia 
every period of it; but it may be 
rephed, that the times, ono that 
account, have not been confidered 
as uncommonly perilous, as fuch 
men have been checked and con- 
troled by ruling authorities, fo as 
hot to threaten the fubverfion of all 
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and Jambres withftood, Mofes, | 
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order, government and law, civil 
and divine. The things that feem 
to be implied in the prophecy that 
will make times perilous, are the 
increafed numbers of fuch char- 
acters, and the formidable appear- 
ance they will make, in the union 
and combinations, that will take 
place among them; the degree of 
power they will affume and put on, 
and the unceafing exertions they 
will make, to carry their defigns 
into effect. ‘Thefe things are pe- 
culiar to the prefent time. 

‘he characters delineated by 
the apoftle are now on the ftage in 
Europe, have increafed in numbers 
and power to an aftonifhing degree, 
and are well known to be influen- 
ced by all thofe pernicious princi- 
ples which form fuch charaéters as 


They ap- 


| pear to tacreafe and grow move and 


| more formidable, and 


their bane- 
ful influence has fpread almoft 
throughout the whole world, and 
feems to threaten the total de- 


| ftruGion of a!l religion, law and 


men of corrupt minds, reprobate | 


government. We in this country 


| are greutly alarmed and threatened 
| by the progrefs that men of licen- 





tious characters make among us 
whofe aim appears to be to fubvert 
all the foundations of fociety, to 
break every human tie and let eve- 
ry man act ashe pleafes. Self-love 
is to be indulged to the higheit de- 
gree ; coveteufnefs a!fo is to reign 
uncontroled ; boafling is to be free 
in every one’s mouth ; pride ts to 
have its full rua; blafphemy too 
may be ireely uttered by any man ; 
childrea may then difobey their pa- 
rents; gratitude for benefits re- 
ceived is then not to be binding ; 
impuritics of all kinds are to be in- 
dulved, for in fuch a ftate of liber- 
ty there is to be no ho'inefs among 
men; natural affcctions are to be 
done away, which now are a check 


upoa the burning lults of fome ; 
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falfe accufations may then be in- 
dulged with the greateft freedom ; 
incontinence will be a very fafhion. 
able practice, and the marriage tie 
be no longer binding ; then the foft 
and gentle manners that render fo- 
ciety agreeable will be exchanged 


for favage fiercenefs ; good men, | 
thofe who are on the fide of reli- | 
gion and order, are to be defpifed, | 
neglected and contemned ; then al- | 


fo men may, if they pleafe, betray 
the moft important trufts 5 
mcen will believe that fenfual pleaf- 
ure anc gratification, indulged with- 


— 


out any control is the chief good | 


of man; Deity ts confidered by 
them oniv as a fervent to ferve 
thems in al! their carnal defires or 
inclinations 3; and fo far they will 
} the 


. r ‘ ‘ - ‘ ? 
Great fehovah but no farther; all 


pretend to pay a refpect to 
relrcious forms that may be adopt- 
ed by them will be cal 
nothing more; havirg a form of 

odlineis but denyise the power 
of iz. All this will ferve 
that apottle truly faid fuch a 
time is perilous. That fuch men 
and fuch principles and nractices 
arenowon the theatre of this world, 
none who have any information or 
knowledge of the world will deny. 
Scarcely any provhecy in tts fulfil- 


? ' . 
wiatead for 


io fhew 
a} 
the 


ment, has exhbtbited clearer evi- 
dence of its truth and certainty 
¢ 


than this; fo that we may know 
that it ts the left time. 

Such atime and fuch characters 
S P ul —_~ c on fe, vard 

t. Faui mentions, in tew words, 
in his firft letter to Timothy, in 

. . ~ Py, ol ’ “i 

the beginning of the 4th chapter, 

here he favs th; “ the dpiryt 
where ne a > that tne iprrit 
‘f{peaketh exprefsly that in the 
‘daft times, fome fhal!! depart from 
‘ the faith, giving heed to feducing 
‘fpirits and dorines of devils, 
‘ fpeaking lies in hypocrify, &c.” 
It may be noted here, that the anof- 


tle has refpect to talfe profeffors of 


Chriflianity, by their 
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ocparupg 
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from the faith ; but in this denart. 
ure from the faith it is on account 
of feducing fpirits atuating men, 
in rebellion; for the dodrine 
taught by them is peculiarly the 
doétrine of Satan, for he firft rofe 
in rebellion in heaven, and he has 
been conftantly practifing and 
preaching the fame doétrine ever 
fince. This rebellion includes in 
it all the cppofition that is made 
againft Chrift and his kingdom, 
whether of providence or grace, 
among devils and among men. 
The apoftle fays this fhall take 
place in the laft times, which can- 
not mean that it never exited be- 
fore in no degree whatever, but 
that at or near the clofe of Satan’s 
reign on earth, whether in his Pa- 
pan dominion, or Mahometan and 
Papal delufion, a more dire¢t and 
barefaced rebellion againft Jehovah 
will appear among men, as though 
Satan were vifib'y at the head of 
them. It is as it were reducing all 
former modes of rebellion into one 
point, and as it were challenging 
the Almighty to fingle combat. 
This time and ftate of things 
will produce fear and trembling 
among the friends of God ; diltre’* 
and anxiety will fill their minds, 
from many confiderations. But at 
all times they have their refources, 
and at this time in particular I ap- 
prehend they may receive abund- 
ant confolation and fatisfaction, 
from the fame fpirit ofyprophecy 
that has told us of the perils and 
dangers of the prefent time. The 
prophet docs not leave the church 
of God in a gloom, but at the clofe 
of the rclation he adds an example, 
of a like cafe, in the time of Mo- 
fes, when God came down to de- 
liver his friends from the hands ot 
their perfecuting enemics, for he 
adds, “ Now as Jannes and Jam- 
bres withf{tood Mofes, fo do thele 
alfo refit the truth, men of corrupt 
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minds reprobate concerning the 
faith ; but they fhall proceed no 
farther, for their folly fhall be man- 
eft unto all men as theirs allo 
was.” ‘This being held out as a 
oerfe& example of the nature, pro- 
srefs and Gaal overthrow, of the 
srefent combination and exertion 
of fatan’s adherents ; if we look 
back on Jannes and Jambres and 
fee how they fucceeded, we may 
thereby difcover what will foon 
be the fate of the prefent rebellion 
gaint all law and government, hu- 
nan and divine. The prophet 
‘aysthey fhail proceed no farther, 
so farther than what? Why no 
irther than Jannes and Jambres 
did; for their folly, that is the f.'- 
'y of the prefent rebels fhall be 
manifeft unto all men, even as 
‘heirs was, that is as Jannes’ and 
Jambres’ was. ‘The twocafes are 
smilar in thefe refpects, viz. 14k, 
They ftrove by their magical art 
to make Pharaoh believe that Mo- 
fes was an impoftor and that his 
God was not to be regarded and 
they could prove it by doing the 
lame miracles that he did. (Now 
Jannes and Jambres according to 
the Jewith tradition were two fons 
of Balaam, and were the chief ma- 
gicians then at Pharaoh’s court. ) 
So the infidel philofophers of the 
prefent day, renounce all revealed 
religion and endeavor to prove 
that all the meffengers from God are 
cheats and liars. They are repro- 
bate concerning the faith. For 
a fhort time thofe magicians feem- 
ed to fucceed, but their folly and 
Weaknefs foon appeared ; for altho’ 
they appeared to equal Mofes in 
working two or three wonders, 
yet they could proceed no farther, 
but confeffed to Pharaoh, that the 
miracle, of bringing lice was the 
finver of God. What was pecu- 
liar in their folly of withftand- 
ing Mofes, was, that inftead of 
Vou. I. No. 8, 
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counteracting him in his working 
miracles in order to remove the 
plagues what they did, if any 
thing, tended to increafe them. 
They did not relieve Pharaoh nor 
his people in the leaft, but involved 
them in greater calamity. So at 
this day, notwithftanding all the 
charm there is in the cry of liberty 
and emancipation froin the fhackles 
of government and religion, their 
cafe is evidently growing worfe, 
and they are finking deeper and 
deeper in calamity and woe. 2d. 
The magicians, of whom Jannes 
and Jambres were chief, did not 
effect any thing more than the 
hardening of Pharaoh’s heart, in 
order that more plagues might be 
added, as well on themfclves as on 
all Egypt; they did not in the 
leaftretard thedeliverance of God’s 
people, they did not atail increafe 


| their burdens, nor did they effeét 


the deltruction of any of them: 
neither did they obtain any more 
dominion over them, for themfelves 
or for Pharaoh. Both loft ground 
in that refpeét, and fo continued 
until both Pharach and they were 
drowned in the depth of the fea. 

It may be afked, why the magi- 
cians did not advife Pharaoh to 
imprifon Mofes and {top his work- 
ing fuch wonders as to confound 
them, and deflroy their influcace 
over him? It was becaufe God 
was with him, and had engaged to 
fucceed him in his errand to Pha- 
raoh. And why too did they not 
obtain an edié, to put all the If 
raelites to the fword? It was be- 
caufe the time was come for them 
to be delivered from that yoke of 
bondage. ‘Thev had been afflitted 
by the Egyptians long enough ; and 
they were not permitted to in- 
creafe their affliction in any degree, 
for the time with them and Pha- 
raoh was the lait time of his reign 
and ufurpation, and the laft time 
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of their fuffering under his rod ; 
therefore the magicians were allow- 
ed to proceed no further. ‘The 
apoftle, in bringing up this example 
of the progrefs and end of the ene- 
mies of truth, and applying it to 
the lait times, refpecting the gofpel, 
may include in it, the laft time or 
ending of Satan’s perfecuting the 
Church, and of the war that the 
fpirit of prophecy had faid fhould 
be made with the faints in which 
their enemies were to overcome 
them and kill them; and that it 1s 
the laft of their fuffering by being 
in the wildernefs, as fpoken of by 
St. John in the Revelations. That 
as Jannes and Jambres with{tood 
Mofes, at the time that the Church 


of Ifrael was to be freed from bon- | 


dage, and effefted nothing, but 
their own deitruction ; fo thefe 
men at the prefent day, who op- 
pofe the truth, will produce no 
evil to the church, but bring on 
themfelves fwift deftruétion ; and 
the friends of God will be com. 
pleatly fecured and delivered from 
their malice and rage. 


M. 





din anfwer to queflions, refpeding 
God’s viftting the iniquity of the 
fathers upon their children. 


Mess’rxs Enpitors, 


fired to thefe quettions, “* How 1s 


*it to be underftood, that God 


© vifits the iniquity of a father upon 
© his children down to the fourth 
© gencration ; and how 1s this con- 
© filtent with individual refponfibil- 
‘ity 2? Exod.xx..5. “ For I, 
the Lord thy God, am a jealous 
God, vifiting the iniquity of the 
fathers upon the chilcren unto the 
third and fourth generations of 
them that hate me.”’ 

“ Further, Howis this confiftent 


Anjwer io 4. Bis Queftions. 
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‘with what we often fee in the 
‘ world, the uninterrupted profper- 
‘ ity of notorioufly wicked perfons 
‘and their children, for feveral 
‘ generations together 2” 


N anfwer to thefe queries, fome 
obfervations will be fupgefted, 
which, fhould nothing better be 
prefented, you are at liberty to in- 
fert in your Magazine. By vifit- 
ing the iniquity of the father upon 
the children, 1s not meant, that the 
finful exercifes or aétions of par- 
ents are fo imputed or transferred 
to their children, that the children 
do in faé&t become guilty of thefe. 
This transfer of perfonal exercifes, 
and fo of guilt from one to another, 
is both abfurd and impoflible.— 
Neither does it mean, that God 
views or confiders children as guil- 
ty, in any fenfe, of the fins of their 
parents, as fome have expreffed it. 
For God views every thing, as it 
really is ; and therefore cannot 
confider children as actually guilty 
of the perfonal finful exerciles of 
their parents, fince it is not in fad 


i the cafe. 


But by “ vifiting the iniquity of 
the father upon the children,” is 
meant bringing evils, temporal or 
fpiritual, upon children in confe- 
quence of the fins of their parents, 


/and as a token of his difpleafure 
IN the 239th pape of | 
your Magazine, an anfwer was de- | 


againftthem. Whenever the Molt 
High brings upon perfons any evil, 
in confequence of the wickednefs 
of their parents or anceftors, he 
then, according to his threaten- 
ing, vifits the iniquity of the fathers 
upon the children. 

But this idea may be more clear- 
ly illuftrated by adverting to facts. 
When Korah, Dathan, and Abi- 
ram impioufly rebelled againit the 
Lord, he caufed the earth to open 
her mouth, and fwallow them up 
with their wives, fons and fittle 
children. —Thus by defroying the 
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children of thefe wicked men, as 
a token of his awful difpleafure 
again(t their daring impiety, God 
vifited upon them the iniquity of 
their fathers. So the childrea of 
Achan, who took of the accurfed 
thing at Jericho, were, by the ex- 
prefs command of Jehovah, {toned 
to death with their father, and in 
confequence of his fin. —The chil- 
dren and infants, who perifhed in 
the deluge, and in the deftruction 
of Sodom, were vifited for the ini- 
quity of their fathers.—For they 
faffered thefe awful judgments on 
account of the exceeding wicked- 
nefs of their parents. 

God alfo permitted Abfalom to 
rife up in a moftunnatural and wick- 
ed rebellion againft his father, and 
thus to bring himfelf to a wretched, 
untimelyend, in confequence of the 
fin of his father in the matter of 
Uriah.—To punifh David for his 
wickednefs in this affair, God fays, 
‘* Behold, I will raife up evil a- 

oain{tthee out of thine own houfe.”’ 
This denunciation was fulfilled in 
the wicked rebellion of Abfalom, 
which ended in his own ruin.— 
Omitting many other inftances, re- 
corded in {cripture, where children 
nave fuffered peculiar evils in confe- 
quence of the fins of their fathers ; 
the Jewifh nation are a remarkable 
xample of this kind.—For more 
than 1700 years, they have been 
vilited wih the moft awful judg- 
nents, temporal and fpiritual, as a 
token of God’s difpleafure againft 
he aggravated guilt of their ancef. 
tors ; who rejeéted and murdered 
the Lord of glory, impioufly im- 
ccated his blood upon themfelves 
ne and cruelly nerfecut- 
and deftroyed his faithful ferv- 
. Soon after this the greatbody 
(that nation were de {treyed with 
paralleled cruelty and flaughter. 
The e remains of this wretched peo- 
‘2 were fold in throngs as Mayes, 





‘children of thieves 


and have ever fince been [cattered 
up and down in almoft every nation 
upon earth. In very few countries 
have they been allowed the com- 
mon rights of fubjects ; but have 
been opprefled, abufed, trampied 
upon, and even murdered with im- 
punity. And often have they as a 
people been banifhed from on 
country and another, and their 
property and children cruelly torn 
from them. ‘Thus God has, in a 
very remarkable manner, accom- 
plifhed his awful threatenings a- 

ainft this nation, as delivered by 
Mofes, Deuteronomy z8th chapter, 
that he would fcatter them among 
all people ; that they fhould become 
a proverb and by word among al! 

nations ; that among thefe nations 
they fhould find no eafe or reft; 
but the Lord would give them a 
trembling heart, failing of eyes, and 
forrow of mind ; and that the Lord 
would make real plagues wonder- 
ful, and the plagues of their feed, 
even great plagus es, and of lone 
continuance. And during this 
long period, they appear, as a peo- 
ple, to have been under the moft 
awful fpiritual judoments—to have 
been giv en up to a peculiar hard- 
nefs of heart and blindnefs of mind. 
According to the declaration ot! 
the ap: sitle, * God hath given then 
the {pirit of flumber; eyes that 
they fhould not fee, and ears that 
they fhould not hear, unto this 
day.” 

In the various inftances now 
mentioned, God vifited the ini- 
quity of the fathers upon the chil- 
dren, by bringing upon them tem- 
poral anJ fpiritual evils in confe- 
quence of the fins of their parents. 
And children are always thus vi- 
fited, when they experience any 
evils or calamities on account ot 
the wickednefs of their parents or 
anceftors. When therefore the 
drunkards, 
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murderers, and other vile charac- 
ters are fubjected to poverty, dif- 
grace, and other evils, through 
the vices of their parents, or are 
f{uffered to run into thefe fame de- 
ftruétive vicious courfes ; or when 
the children of irreligious parents 
are left to follow their evil exam- 
ple, and thus to bring upon them- 
{elves everlafting deftru@ion ; God 
then vifits upon them the iniquity 
of their fathers. This is alfo the 
cafe, when children are deftroyed 
by earthquakes, peftilential fick- 
neffes, and other judements, which 
are fent upon particular places, on 
account of their wickednefs and as 
a token of the divine difpleafure. 
In thefe various ways God, in his 
providence, 1s continually vifiting 
theiniquities of the fathers upon the 
children.—He does it now, as re- 
ally as he did it in palt ages ; for 





he declares it to be a part of his | 


charaéter, and this is unchangeably 
the fame forever. It is alfo con- 
firmed by facts which continually 
take place around us, in which we 
fee, that children do experience 
evils on account of the vices and 
mifconduét of their parents. 

But the declaration, “* For I the 
Lord thy God, am a jealous God, 
vifiting the iniquity of the fathers 
upon the children’ is not a pofi- 
tive declaration, that he will! in 
every inftance vifit the iniquity of 
the fathers upon their children. — 
But the expreflion ts general, im- 
plying, that he frequently does it, 
or that he may juftly do it in all in- 
ftances, where he fees fit. With- 
out any violation of his truth there- 
fore he may in his fovereign mercy 
difpenfe with this mode of proce 
dure, whenever he pleafes. But 
it 1s owing to his fovereign good 
nefs, that he does not in every in 
ftance, execute this denunciatior 
by vifiting the iniquity of the fath 
ers uponthe children. —When God 
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{peaks of “ vifiting the iniquities 
of the fathers upon the childrea 
unto the third and fourth genera. 
tion’’ he does not declare, that he 
will never vifit their iniquities upon 
their children beyond the fourth 
generation.—And it appears in 
fome infiances, that children do, 
for more than four generations, 
experience evils in confequence of 
the wickednefs of their parents — 
Thus on account of the finful neg- 
leé&t of Eli, God fays, “ There 
fhall not be an old man in thine 
houfe forever. I will judge or 
punith his houfe forever, for the 
iniquity which he knoweth ; be- 
caute his fons made themfelves vile 
and he reftrained them not.” So 
to punifh Gehazi, for his covet- 
oufnefs and falfehood, the prophet 
Elitha declared, that the Icprofy of 
Naaman fhould cleave unto him, 
and unto his feed forever.—God 
alfo commanded Saul to deftroy 
the Amalckites on account of the 
injury which their anceftors did 
unto Ifrael, when they came out 
ef Egypt, more than 400 years 
before.—The Jewifh nation have 
been vifited, for the iniquity of 
their forefathers with peculiar judg- 
ments for upwards of 1700 years. 
All the polterity of Adam, in 
confequence of his tranfgreflion, 
come into the world with depraved 
difpofitions ; and fo on account ot 
thts their finfulnefs are expofed to 
all the evils and miferies of this 
life, and to everlatting deftruction 
in the future. hus for almott 
6000 years God has vifited upon 
mankind the iniquity of their firlt 
fathcrs. 

It appears therefore, from fadiss 
that the expreffion “ unto the third 
and fourth generation” mvtit nc 
be defigued to limit God’s dealings 
in this way precifely or certainly t9 

he fourth generation. Accore- 
ingly the exprefiion feems to be ox 
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a more general import, and may 
naturally imply, that God thus 
vifits the iniquity of parents upon 
their children for feveral or many 
generations. 

Or mentioning the third and 
fourth generation may be defigned 
to teach, that God does not gene: 
rally, altho? he may in fome in- 
ftances, vifit children with evils 
down beyond the fourth genera- 
tion, on account of the particular 
fins of their parents ; if the chuil- 
dren themfelves are not guilty of 
the fame fins. —And perhaps it is 
generally the cafe, that the chil- 
dren of thieves, drunkards, and 
other vicious charaéters, do not fuf- 
fer the evil confequences of their 
parents’ mifconduct beyond the 
fourth generation ; uflefs the chil- 
dren in the intermediate genera- 
tions run into the famevices. Butif 
the children are permitted tofollow 
the evil examples of their parents, 
and are given up to fimilar vices 
or wickednefs ; the iniquity of the 
fathers may be vifited upon their 
children, from generation to gen- 
eration for hundreds of years, and 
even to the end of the world ; un- 
lefs the fovereign mercy of God 
fhould interpofe, and reclaim the 
children from the fins of their pa- 
rents. This is ftrikingly exempli- 
fied in the Jewifh nation. ‘There 
are alfo other inftances, where vice 
and irreligion appear to defcend in 
families for many generations.— 
What folemn warning and motives 
co thefe confiderations afford pa- 
rents to avoid vice and irreligion ; 
left they fhould ruin both them- 
felyes and their dear children ? 

Hk. 
(To be continued. ) 


Mess’as Epitrors, 
oa ollowing plan for the 
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efeAual religious in{truGiion 
bildven and Youth, Xc. 
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tranfmitted to you, with a hope, 
that if it meets your approbation, 
you will diffufe the knowledge of 
it, by giving it a place in your 


Magazine. LEVI. 
A plan for the more effedual rel;- 


gee: inflruclion of { shildren and 
Douth, with an addrefs to Min- 
iLers and Parents on the fubjeét. 
By t the » Affociation of Minsfler 
in the county 0 Berkflire, ana 
the Northern Affociated Prefby- 
ery in the State of New-York. 


I i minifter tn the Af. 
: fociation and Prefbytery 
is advifed to ufe his influence, to 
colleét the children and youth of 
his church and congregatton, in a 
body or in divifions, as local cir- 
cumftances may require, as often as 
he fhatl judge expedient, with a 
defign to imprefs on their minds 
the ferious and weighty things of 
eternity, by catechifing, inftruct- 
ing and counfelling them. And 
it is recommended that he begia 
and clofe his catechiling ledtures, 
with prayer to God for his blef- 
fing on his labors. It is thought 
mo{t proper to make ufe of the 
Shorter Catechifm of the Weft- 
mintter Affembly of Divines ; be- 


caufe it contains a compendium of 


all the leading and moft important 
dogirines and duties of religion, 
exprefled in an eafy, and plain 
manner, fanétioned by long cuf- 
tom, and, by people in general, 
beft known and underftood. 

Il. lt is recommended to the 
churches within the circles of the 
Affociation and Prefbytery, that 
are deftitute of Pattors, to appoint 
the Deacons, or fome other meet 
perfons, to go into the fame mode 
of religi inftruétion, which ts 
here propofed to Minifters. 

LIL. It is recommended to Min- 
ifters and ferious people, to ufe 
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ous 


is} their influence to have the cate- 
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chifm taught by inftruétors of | 
fchools ; a practice, which of late, 
has grown into great difufe: alfo 
to have the Holy Scriptures read 
in {chools, at leaft once every day. 

IV. It is the opinion of the 
Affociation and Prefbytery, that 
the family concert of catechifing 
and praycr, fuggelted by individu- 
al members of thefe bodies, and 
which has already beea commupi- 
cated to fome churches and con- 
gregations, ought to be warmly 


fupported, and all proper means | 


To) 


taken to carry it into effect. 
accomplifh an event fo defirable, 


Minifters of the Gofpel, and heads | 


of familics, are adviled to call to- 
gether their children, and thofe 
under their care, every Lord’s day, 
and {pend an hour in catechifing 


them, and in folemn and fervent | 
prayer to Him who holds the hearts | 


of all in his hands, and who dif- 
penfes bleflings according to his 
own fovereign will. The local 
diftance of fome families from the 


houfe of public worfhip, and the | 


fhortnefs of the days in the feafon 


of winter, it is thought, may ren- | 
der it incoavenient and even im- | 


practicable, to obferve a concert 
of this kind, without varying the 
time. It 
mended, that from the 
March to the zoth of September, | 
annually, the time of the family | 
concert be the hour next preceding | 
the fetting ef the fun on the Lord’s 
day—and the remaining part of | 
the year, to be the hour next fuc- | 
ceeding the the fun, 
on the evening preceding the Sab- | 
bath, for thofe who view that 
evening as holy time, and the fame 
hour of evening following the 
Sabbath, for thofe who view that 
evening as holy time. 

V. To accomplith thefe 
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gious purpofes, it 1s conceived that | 
fhould 


it would be a wife fiep, 
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is, therefore, recom. | 
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Minilters, and Deacons of church- 
es which have no fettled Minifters, 
call churches together to confylr 
on the importance and duty of 
giving the rifing generation reli- 
gious inftruction, and agree to 
come into the meafures here pre- 
fcribed. 

Vi. That it may be known how 
far this religions attempt fucceeds, 
and whether it fhall be needful to 
take any further fteps to give ener- 
gy to this good work, the Minif 
ters of the Affociation and Pref. 
bytery, fhall, at their firft meet. 
ing, after September 1, 1801, ren- 
der an account to the body to 
which he belongs of the fleps he 
has taken to promote this religious 
attempt, and the fuccefs it has had, 
in his church and congregation, 
and in thofe in his vicinity, that 
are de(titute of Paftors. 

VII. The Affociation and Pref- 
bytery agree that this plan of in- 
{truction, and the addrefs which 
follows, fhall be printed, and that 
copies of them fhall be diftributed 
to minifters and churches, to be 
read in all the churches and con- 
gregations, in the circle of the 
Affeciation and Prefbytery. A 
committee fhall be chofen to pro- 
cure the printing, and to diftributs 
the copies. 


THE ADDRESS. 


BRETHREN AND FRIENDS, 
EVERY one, who believes 
in the Chriftian fyftem, will readily 
fay, it is important that inftruction 
in the things of religion fhould be 
communicated to mankind. God 
fent the prophets to inftru&t Ifrael. 
Chrift inftructed the Jews. He 
chofe feventy, and fent them forth, 
for the fame purpofe ; and com- 
manded hisdifciples to inflruct both 
Jew and Gentile. The ferious, 
the wife, and the difcerning of 


mankind are univerfally of optr- 
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ion, that religious inftru€tion is 
friendly to the interefts of men, 
in this world, and the world to 
come ; and for the glory of Him, 
who has condefcended to reveal 
himfelf in the Holy Scriptures. 
Thoufands have laid hold of the 
opportunity to teach the doétrines 
and precepts of God’s word : Mil- 
lions have rejoiced to hear them. 
If religious inftruction be im- 
portant, it cannot be thought that 
children and youth are to be neg- 
le&ted, and fuffered to grow up in 
ignorance of God, of their finful 
ftate, of the atonement, of their 
accountablenefs to God, and of 
their obligations to abftain from 
vices, ruinous to their prefent and 
future welfare. ‘The early period 
of life is the beft time to lead them 
to the knowledge of thefe things. 
In that period their minds are re- 
tentive, and more eafily impreffed 
with the folemn and weighty things 
of eternity, than after they have 


hardened themfelves more in fin, | 


and imbibed deeper prejudices a- 
gain{t religion, and adopted erro- 
neous principles. The twig is ca- 
fily bent; but the matured oak is 
inflexible. 

Many of the pious lament the 
srowing neglect of catechifing and 
in{tructing the rifing generation. — 
Pious parents and godly miniiters 
reflect with painful fenfations on 
their own finful neglect of this 
duty ; and wifh and pray that they 
themfelves, and heads of fami- 
lies, may open their eyes, and fee 
(heir fin—may repent, and fet a- 
pout the duty they owe to the ri- 
fing generation, with ferious earn- 
cftnefs. 

‘he fouls of children are, in an 
important fenfe, committed to par- 
ents, and ifthey neglect their duty 
‘othem, and their dear children 
perith, and fuffer the endlefs pains 
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of Hell, they will be terrible wit- 
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ithe folemn fubjeét. 
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nefles againft their parents, in the 
day when they fhall meet them at 
Chrift’s tribunal. Some youth, 
now in the wor!d of total and end- 
lefs defpair, are probably curfing 
their parents, who are yet living, 
for ruming their fouls. What an 
aching heart muft a parent have, 
when he refle&is that he has been 
inftrumental of fending his dear 
child to fuffer the endlefs pains ot 
Hell ! 

Minifters and parents, awake 
from your flumbers, and attend to 
‘Teach your 
children and enforce your inftruc- 
tion by an exemplary life ; and Jet 
the God of all mercy hear daily 
prayers for a blefling on your at- 
tempts to lead your children into 
the knowledge of the interefting 
truths of the word of God. 

Religion will make them dutiful, 


wife and happy in this life: Reli- 


gion, and nothing elfe, will pre- 
| pare them for Heaven. 


| 


The precept of God to parents 


(in Hrael, which flands on facred 
'record, is applicable to you.— 
© 'Thefe words which I command- 
'ed thee this day fhall be in thine 


A 


heart: and thou fhalt teach them 
diligently unto thy children, and 
fhalt talk of them when thou fittett 
in thine houfe, and when thou 
walkeft by the way, and when 
thou licft down, and when thou 
rifeft up.” 

It is new a time in which God 
is pouring out his Spirit in plenti- 
ful fhowers. Awake, and attend 
to your children. There is a fha- 
king in the tops of the mulberry 
trees. God is gone forth. Be- 
{tir yourfelves. 

Many people, fome old, fome 
ung, have been brought mto 
hrift’s Church. And, bleffed be 
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God forever, fome in the con- 
gregations within the circles of 
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have been arrefted in the mad ca- 
reer of wickednefs, and brought 
by Omnipotent grace, to bow to 
the fovereign God ; Chriftians 
are enlivened and animated ; peo- 
ple are more ferious, and attentive 
to religion, than they were for- 
merly ; it is, therefore, a more fa- 
vorable moment for Minifters to 
engagein the pleafant work of teach- 
ing the lambs of the flock. The 
ferious part of their congregations 
will aid and encourage them, and 
nvany others will be more willing to 
fend their children to their catecht- 
fing meetings. And parents, it is 
hoped, will be more ready to hear- 
ken to advice, and go into the 
mode prefcribed of catechifing and 
praying with their children. 
Should the prefent favorable 
moment be neglected, the oppor- 
tunity may in a meafure be loft. 
Say not that nothing can be done. 
Attempts, with the blefling of God, 
may be followed with great and 
good confequences. You may 
fow feed, which may fpring up af- 
ter you are laid inthe grave. At- 
tempts to promote religion are fre- 
quently blefled, and made fuccefs- 
ful. If no attempt fhould be made 


it is certain nothing will be done. | 


But if attempts fhould be made, 
who knows but a rich fund of 
knowledge may be inftilled into 
the minds of many of the youth, 
and be ever after a guard again{t in- 
fidelity, erroneous fentiments and 
vice. Say not, ye Minifters of 
the Gofpel, the work will be dif- 


' 


ficult and arduous, and attended 


with oppofition ard difcourage- | 


ments. Did you not undertake 
the work of the miniftry expecting 
difficulties ? If you fhould be in- 
{lrumental of guarding one youth 
from unbelief and vice, it will be 
avich compenfation for all your 
labors, however creat. 

Say not, ye parents, it will be 





{ 





a difficult taf ; that our childreg 
are vain and thoughtlefs, and we 
are but indifferently qualified xo 
inftruét them, and we have neigh. 
bors that will ridicule us. Begin 
in the fear of God, and he wi!! 
help you. ‘The more fenfible you 
are of your own infufficiency the 
better you are prepared to under. 
take the work. Put on authori. 
ty, mingled with meeknefs and 
love, and call your children to. 
gether every Lord’s day to cate- 
chife them. When you fhall rife, 
after having inftruéted them, to lift 
up your hearts and voices to God 
in prayer, will it not be animating 
to think thoufands of parents, who 
belong to the family concert, are 
rifing to join in offering prayer to 
him, who hears the prayers of his 
people ? 

We, the Minifters, call on our- 
felves and one another to be faith- 
fulin this work. We calion Pa- 
rents to aflilt us, and to teach their 
offspring. With pity and tender 
concern, we call on children and 
youth to attend toparental and min- 
ifterial attempts to teach them the 
catechi{m, and give them ini{truc- 
tion. We call on the God of 
mercies, in the name of his deat 
Son, the Lord Jefus, to voachfafe 
his blefling, and make the attempt 
fuccefsful. 

,erkfhire, O&. 22, 1800. 


Recommendation of the foregoing 


plan ° 


A'T a meeting of the Confocia- 
tion in the weftern diftrict in the 
County of New-Haven, con- 
vened by Ietrers miffive, at the 
houfe of Mr. Irijah Terrel in 
Salem (Waterbury) December 
ad. 1800. 

A plan was communicated from 


the Affociation in Berkfhire coun- 
tv, State of Maffachufetts and the 
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Northern affociated Prefbytery in 
the State of New-York, for the 
more effectual religious inftruétion 
of children and youth : 

Voted unanimoufly, 

That this Confociation do cor- 
dially approve of the fame, and 
will unite their efforts to carry faid 
plan into effect in this diftri&. 

BenjJAMIn TRUMBULL, 


Moderator of the Confocta- | 
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afk the way of falvation. She 
now reviewed her paft finful life 
with a foul filled with horror, un- 
der the awakening fenfe of her 
guilt. Her prayerlefs life,—her 
many mifpent Sabbaths,—her for- 
mer wrong motives in attending 
upon public worfhip, and the pre- 
vailing wickednefs of her heart, fil- 
Jed her with great remorfe. La- 
menting her former mifimprove- 





tion of the Weflern Dif- | ment of the Sabbath, fhe faid, * I 


triG of thecounty of New- 
Haven. 


Atteft, Ira Hart, Scribe. 





An Account of a work of Divine 


grace in a Revival of Religion, 


now with for the return of the Sab- 
bath more than ever I did for any 
amufement.” Thus impreffed, fhe 
embraced all opportunities of public 
and private inftruction, while her 
| convictions increated. At length 





in a number of Congregations in \ hearing a fermon from thefe words, 
New-England, in the years 1798 | ‘© What meaneft thou, O fleeper ? 


and 1799, ina feries of Letters 
to the Editors. 


{Continued from page 272. ] 
t 
LETTER XIII. 


Second Letter from the Rev. Wit- 
wiAM F. Mitrer, of Windfor, 
Wintenbury Parifh. 


GENTLEMEN, 
CCORDING to what I in- 
timated, in the clofe of my 
general narrative of the late work 
of divine grace, in this parifh, I 
fend you the particular experien- 
ces of the following perfons, to 
exemplify the nature of the work, 
ia its rife and progrefs in the foul. 
A young woman, who, for fev- 
eral weeks, under the preaching of 
the word, had been confiderably 
awakened and alarmed, urder a 
convincing fenfe of her fin and 
danger ; and who, by {trong temp- 
tations, had been befet, and pre. 


Arife, call upon thy God,” fhe 
was much affected, with a fenfe 
that fhe had been no more awak- 
ened to call upon God for his par- 
doning mercy. Sleep fled from 
her eyes, and her foul was the 
moft of the night lifted up in cries 
to God. She continued in this 
ftate of diftrefs for about a fort- 
night. She had thought her pre- 
ceding convictions as great as na- 
ture could endure; but now fhe 
found they were not to be com- 
pared with the prefent agonies of 
her foul. It feemed that nature 
mu(t fink under the heavy burden, 
while fhe felt the weight of her 
guilt before God. In this diftrefs, 
one day, while at prayer, her mind 
appeared to undergo a change, 
which was followed with fuch a 
delightful view of the holinefs, 
juftice and goodnefs of God, as 
filled her foul with unfpeakable 





love to him ; and as fhe re ated 


vailed upon to ftrive againft the _ her exercifes, brought her to refign 
conviction in her mind, accounting | herfelf wholly up to his fi vereign 


it a delufion, was at length, prick- 
ed in the heart with fuch diftrefs, 


| 


difpofal. Upon this ravifhing 
view ef the holinefs and juftice of 


as took away all peace of mind, | God, which broke in upon her 
and compelled her in earneft to | foul, till then unfubdued, without 


Vor. I. No. 8. 
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thinking of its being a regenerat- 
ing change: “ In a moment, fhe 
¢ faid, the heavy load of diftrefs in 
‘ my breaft, was all removed. A 
‘ fweet peace filled my foul. I burft 
* out in rapture, O God, I will for 
¢ ever bow and refign myfelf up to 
© thee, a finner, as lam! Qh, 1 
‘ have need to be humbled before 
‘thee! I have need to confefs my 
‘ fins to thee, and to lie low before 
“thee, guilty and vile as lam! 
€ But, while thus humble, and vile 
¢ in my own eyes, my foul was fil- 
led with unfpeakable joy—with 
‘fuch happinefs as 1 never before 
“experienced. My heart was fil- 
“led with love and pratitude to 
© God. I felt an unfpcakable de- 
‘light in him. Jt feemed to me 
‘that I could never fufficiently 
© praife him. ‘I/his was the happi- 
* eft day of my life. Oh, I never 
¢ knew what happinefs was before.” 
The fame day, greatly affeéted with 
what fhe had now experienced, 
fhe rode to fee one of her {fifters, 
who lived feveral miles diftant ; 
and as fhe rode, her mind was 
wholly engrofled with religion ; 
and fhe relates, “* [t feemed to me 
“that I enjoyed more happinefs 
© in half an hour, than I had ever 
* enjoyed in my whole life before. 
© The goodnefs and mercy of God, 


“and the fufferings of Chrift for | 


finners were a feaft to my foul. 
* I was happy to be alone. I felt 


“humbled and unworthy; bur I | 


* faw a fufficiency in Chrift, and 


* felt that all the glory belonged to | 


© God.”’ 

The experiences of another wo- 
man, about thirty years of age, 
were as follows.—For feveral 
ycars pa{t fhe had rarely attended 
public worfhip any where. But, 
fhe was now aroufed to attend to 
divine things, by hearing much 
faid about the prefent revival of re- 
Liston, in the parifh ;—by fecing 
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her fifter under conviction, and 
hearing her converfe upon religion ; 
and by a lecture meeting, which 
fhe had attended in the neighbor- 
hood, which had been fet up after 
the commencement of the revival. 
For a few weeks fhe kept her con- 
vidtions wholly to herfelf. She 
was afraid to be feen reading the 
bible, or to have it known that fhe 
was concerned for the falvation of 
her foul, left the fhould be derided 
or be thought to pretend to more 
religion than other people. To 
_ hide her convictions from the eyes 
| of the world, fhe fpent all her 
{pare time, in a chamber by her. 
felf, in reading the bible and in 
prayer to God. For this purpofe 
fhe fat up late, at night, and arofe 
at day light in the morning. But 
the power of conviction increafing, 
her diftrefs compelled her to afk 
for inftruétion and counfel. And 
though greatly burdened, at the 
time fhe did this ; yet, after hear- 
| ing the great dodtrines of the gof- 
pel explained, the went away more 
forrowful than fhe came. The 
evening following fhe was ftruck 
with a ftiil deeper fenfe of the 
| greatnefs of her fins, and of the 
| dreadful wrath of God, revealed 
| from heaven againft the ungodly, 
| : 








upon hearing a fermon upon thele 
words, Rom. iii 19. * Now we 
know that what things foever the 
| Jaw faith, it faith to them who are 
| under the law: that every mouth 
| may be ftopped, and all the world 
' may become guilty before God.” 
While hearing this fermon, fhe re- 
lates, ** it feemed to me, jult as 
‘though I ftood before the judg- 
‘ ment feat of Chrift. I felt like 
‘criminal. I never before had 


‘fuch an awful fenfe of the gu't 

* r a 
‘of my fins, though my diftrciies 
‘had been very great. My mouth 
| * was flopped, and I had nothing 
*to fay for myfelf 





Such was 
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‘the agony of my foul that I 
‘ flept but little that night. The 
‘next day and night, and the 
‘following forenoon, I chiefly 
‘ {pent in prayer to God, and in 
‘ reading the bible. As I read 
‘2 Cor. v. 17. ‘ Therefore if 
‘ any man be in Chrift he is a new 
‘creature ; old things are pafled 
‘ away ; behold all things are be- 
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. . | 
‘come new”—my mind was in a | 
‘ moft furprifing manner brought | 


‘to fubmit to God, and fuddenly 


‘imprefled with a delightful view | 
‘ of his great goodnefs and forgiv- 


‘ing mercy, through the Lord Je- 
‘fus Chritt. 


My troubled foul | 


‘was ftrangely eafed of its for- | 


‘rows. For a few minutes a 


‘ {weet calm, and a refignation to | 
‘God’s will followed, till my | 
* mind was filled with inexprefhble | 


‘joy and rejoicing in God. It 
‘now feemed to me that I could 
‘not refrain from praifing God 
‘aloud. I longed to be by my- 
‘felf, away from every body. I 
‘Jaid down the bible, and went 
‘out into the field, {peaking the 
‘ praifes of God ; and there every 
‘thing around me feemed to be 
‘ praifing him. 
‘ goodnefs in the fpires of grafs 
‘ before me—in the trees—in the 
‘ birds—in the heavens—in the 
‘ fhining fun—in the earth—in its 


i now faw his. 


| 
| 


‘ abounding fulnefs of every thing | 


‘ for the ufe of man, and aboyeall, 
‘ in his long forbearance to fuch a 
‘ fianer as I had been. 
‘to be in a new world, fo differ- 


| 


| 


' 
| 


I feemed | 


| 


‘ent did every thing now appear, | 
‘as flowing from the goodnefs of | 


‘God. For now his goodnefs 
‘appeared in every thing. Oh! 
* How could I fin, as I have done, 
‘againft a God of fuch infinite 
‘ soodnefs ! It feemed that God 
‘and Chrift could never be fuffi- 
‘ ciently praifed. I now wanted 
* to have every body praife them, 
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‘It feemed ftrange that my eyes 
‘had never been opened before. 
‘{ now wondered how any body 
‘ could live, without praifins God. 
‘Oh! how vile I felt before God, 
‘as a finner, dreadfully guilty and 
‘unworthy of his notice ; and 
‘yet I felt unfpeakably happy in 
‘ praifing him, as an holy and 
‘righteous God.” This perfon 
for nearly a year has lived in 2 
very high enjoyment of the confo- 
lations of religion. Apparently 
free from enthufiafm, her joys have 
been great in God, and in the Re: 
deemer. She fpends a confidera- 
ble time daily in reading the bible 
and in prayer ; vifits the fick with 
peculiar tendernefs ; and, at times, 
is greatly exercifed for the falva- 
tion ef others. When fhe confid- 
ers their finful lives againft an ho- 
ly God, and their danger of ever- 
lafting purifhment, her heart melts 
for their falvation with the tender- 
nefs ofa friend, on beholding ano- 
ther’s deftruction. Her diftreffes 
for the falvation of others have 
been fo great, that fte hardly 
knows how to account for them, 
while, in refpect to herfelf, fhe 
feels fo happy in the enjoyment of 
God. The fabbath is her delight, 
and hearing the gofpel her fweeteft 
enjoyment. 

The experiences of a man, about 
fixty years of age, of reputa- 
ble charaéter, who had been a 
regular attendant upon public wor- 
fhip, and whofe morals, in the 
common ufe of the word, were 
good, were as follows —Soon af- 
ter this powerful work of God be- 
gan among us, he was convinced 
of its being a divine work, and 


| was excited to a diligent ufe of 


the means of grace. His mind 
was {truck with a conviction that 
outward morality would not fave 
him from the condemning fentence 
of a broken law, tho’ it be the 
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dependence of too many : That, 
in his paft morality, he had been 
fo far from yielding an acceptable 
obedience to the law of God, 
that he ftood before God condem- 
ned for innumerable tranfgreflions. 
He felt himfelf a miferable finner, 





(Fes. 


¢ nature, and not to be compared 
‘ with what I now felt, from the 
‘ foul-fatisfying view I had of 
‘Chrift. A fenfe of what Chrift 
‘had done for finners, while it 
‘Jaid me in the duft, filled my 


| heart with joy and praife. [ 


in the hands of an holy and fin- | 


punifhing God. 
bodings of eternal mifery, fpring- 
ing from the wickednefs of his 
own heart, awakened by the di- 


His inward fore- | 


‘had, alfo, fometimes thought 
‘that I had a juft fenfe of my lit. 


| © tlenefs before God, when I had 
© compared myfelf to the fmalleft 


| 


‘infe& ; but now I found m 


vine fpirit, took away all peace | ¢ miftake, and faid, that I had 
from his mind, and filled him with | ¢ never before had any juft appre. 


great foul diftrefs. 


He was now | * henfion of my nothingnefs and 


bowed down undera deep fenfe of | § unworthinefs before him. That 


his great quilt and ill defert in the 
fight of God, and felt his own 


| 


‘ was the happieft Sabbath, and 
‘the happieft day of my life.— 


depravity of hearc and helplefinefs | * My foul was filled with the 
as a finner to be fuch, that nothing | * fweeteft joy and rejoicing in 
could prepare him for the king4om | ¢ God, and Chrift, and heavenly 
of glory, lefs than a change of | * things.” 


heart, by the Holy Ghoft. While 


I fhall now conclude this narra- 


thus deeply diftreffed with a fenfe | tive of individuals, with an ac- 


of his fin and danger, one fab- 
bath morning on his way to mcet- 
ing, he relates, “ My heart ap- 


* peared to undergo an inftantane- | 


* ous change, and I was fuddenly 
‘ overpowered with a moft affect- 
‘ing fenfe of God’s holinefs and 
€ juftice, which before I could 
* never fatisfactorily comprehend ; 
‘of his readinefs to pardon the 
«humbled finner ; and of the glo- 
‘rious fufficiency there is in the 
‘Lord Jefus Chrift, for falva- 
‘tion. My views of divine things 
“ were all changed in a moment, 
« I now faw that I had never be- 
‘fore, had any jult fenfe of the 


‘ righteoufnefs of God, nor of the | 


‘ way of falvation by Chrift. And 
‘tho’ I felt vile, in my own eyes, 
* and deeply humbled as a finner, 
* my foul was filled with unfpeak- 
‘able joy in God, and in the 
* bleffed Redeemer. I had tho’t 
‘that I before knew what happi- 
‘nefs was; but the happinefs I 


| 
| 


count of the experiences of an- 
other man, of forty-five years of 


| age. This man was greatly awak- 


| 





‘then enjoyed was of a different | 


ened to attend to religion feveral 
weeks, before he let it be knowa, 
as he had an opportunity of hear- 
ing the private inftruétion given to 
his wife, who was, alfo, under 
conviction. When he informed 
me of his conviétion, he was told 
how wicked and inexcufable fin- 
ners are in delaying repentance— 
the neceflity of regeneration—the 
fovercignty of God in it ; and the 
importance of improving the pref- 
ent time to make his peace with 
God. His conviétions ftill con- 
tinued to increafe for many weeks ; 
and while fome, who had been 
awakened long after him, were 
now rejoicing in hope, his anxiety 
continued. This greatly difcour- 


ased him, making him envious at 
thofe who had obtained a hope ot 
themfelves, and exciting in his 
mind hard thoughts of God. He 
was tempted to think, at one time, 
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that all his convictions were a de- | 
lufion ; at another time that God 
was hard and unjuft, fince he had 
not noticed his prayers and feek- 
ings, while others were regenera- 
ted after lefs convictions than his ; 
and at another time, to believe all 
his prayers and feekings were in | 
vain, and to defift from all further | 
feekings, fince God was a fove- | 
reign and unchangeable being. | 
But, by this refolution he could 
not abide. The power of God 
was too great for him; for his 
convictions returned with double 
force upon his mind. ‘They com- 
pelled him to an earneft attendance 
to fecret prayer—to reading the 
{criptures, and to hearing the g: f- 
pel, which affected his mind wit. 
a deep fenfe of the danger and 
evil confequences of living in fin’ 
and impenitence to advanced life. | 
“ I now, faid he, faw the danger | 
* of abufing the calls of God in. 
‘ early life, left we fhould be giv- 
* en over to hardnefs of heart, in. 
‘ advanced age. I wifhed to warn | 
‘ all young pecple not to regledt | 
* offered mercies, as I had done, | 
* Jeft like me, when further ad- | 
* vanced in life, they fhould cry | 
¢ and feek to God, and not be 
‘ heard. For, it now feemed to 
‘ me, that the reafon why God 
© 
e 
. 
‘ 
* 
6 











had not heard me was, becaufe 
I had lived fo long in impeni- 
tence. I was particularly dif- | 
trefled, in refleGting upon my | 
patt abufe of the Chriftian Sab- | 
bath, and negleét of the public | 
worfhip of God, and withed to | 
exhort both old and young, not 
to abufe thefe privileges as I had | 
done. 'nftead of becoming bet- | 
ter, or finding grace, as I had |. 


° 


n- 


to myfelf to grow more and more | 
hardened in fin ; and to be fur- | 
ther than ever from the kingdom | 


‘of God. Oh! My foul was fil.’ 


. 
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‘ Jed with horror in refieGting upon 
my patt abufe of divine mercies ; 
and the danger of being left to 
be miferable for ever was fo 
{tronglyimpreffed upon my mind, 
that it was almoft infupportable.”’ 
Having, one day, told him of the 
comforting hope of his wife, L 
afked him how he could live any 
longer in impenitence, when fo 
many were brought home to God, 


Pe ee ee 


and, now, his wife in particular ; 


reminding him, that he muft be 
fenfible he was to blame for living 
in impenitence ; that it was wrong 
to caft the guilt of his fins upon 
God ; and that the condemnation 
of the finally impenitent, after en- 
joying the privileges of the prefent 
day, would be peculiarly aggra- 
He has fince told me the 
effeéts of this converfation. I 
never, faid he, felt fo envious as 
‘ I did when you told me of my 
‘ wife’s hope. I hated myfelf and 
every body elfe. And when 
you told me of my inexcufa- 
blenefs, after all my {trivings, I 
hated fuch difcourfe, while my 
confcience convinced me that it 


increafed, and feemed to be 
more than I could live under. 
I had before felt, as though L 
fhould fink under my convictions ; 
but now [ felt, as though they 
would kill me, fuch appeared to 
be the dreadful hardnefs and 
wickednefs of my heart. I was 
{trongly tempted to put an end 
to my life, to get out of mw 
prefent mifery ; but inflantly 
thought this temptation mult 
be from the Devil, who was 
now uniting with my wicked 
heart to deftroy me, and retfift- 
ed it with abhorrence, while a 
fenfe of having for a moment in- 
dulged fuch a wicked thought 
covered me with fhame and con- 
fufioa. I could no longer find 


was right; for my diftrefs now . 
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+ I took it up to put it out of my | 
fight forever, refolving to pay | 
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eafe. That was a fleeplefs 
night. By reafon of my horrors 
of foul, I arofe the next morn- 
ing two or three hours beforeday, 
pained with dreadfully wick- 
ed and tormenting thoughts— 
with hard thoughts of God, and 
diftrefling thoughts of my own 
wretchednefs. Such horror and 
mifery were before me, that it 
feemed as tho’ the very thoughts 
of them would take my life a- 
way. Full of defpairing agony, 
I arofe from my chair, and went 
through the room where my bi- 
ble lay; and turning my eyes 
upon it, with hatred and malice 


no more attention to it; fora 
moment giving myfelf up to ut- 
ter defpair. But, in this con- 
flict, my heart failed me. I re- 
turned to my chair again, and, 
in unfpeakable agony of foul, 
was now convinced of the dread- 
ful enmity of my heart againft 
God. I felt my helplefs condi- 
tion as a finner, and faw that 
God only was able to change my 
heart. For about an hour I 
continued in earne{t cries to 
God for falvation. I felt guilty 


‘ and {elf condemned, and that 
* God would be juft in punifhing 


me with everlafting dettruction, 
even though he were to fave all 


Revival of Religion in Wintonbury. 


[ Fez. 


abhorrence of all fin. And after 
this calm defcribed, the follow. 
ing doxology was brought to my 
remembrance with great power 
and {weetnefs, 


To God the Father, God the Son, 
And God the Spirit, three in one; 
Be honor, praife and glory given, 
By all on earth and all in heaven,” 


Hereupon my mind was filled 
with inexprefhble joy and delight 
in the ‘l'rinity. I faid to my- 
felf, what have I been about, 
that I have not been praifing God 
before. My joys continued to 
increafe for about three weeks, 
feeling a moft lively fenfe of my 
own unworthinefs in the fight of 
God, and of the all-fufficiency of 
his grace, through Jefus Chrift, 
for pardon and falvation I 
now feemed to feel fweetly re- 
figned to the will of God in all 
things—in ficknefs, or in health, 
or in any other thing that God 
fhould fee fit to bring upon me, 
I rejoiced that he was God, and 
juft fuch a God as he is. This 
confideration, above all others, 
gave me inexpreflible fatisfation 
in him. And I now found 
great delight, in joining with my 
family io prayer, a duty which 
I had all my life neglected a- 
gain{t the dictates of my con- 
{cience.” In the preceding nar- 


rative of individuals, I have, for 
the fake of brevity, defcribed only 
the convictions which preceded 
their comforts, and the holy exer- 
cifes of mind, which, fhortly after, 
followed it ; for many religious 
exercifes of heart in their perfe- 
verance, might otherwife have 
been mentioned. 
I am yours, &c. 


the reft of mankind ; being con- 
vinced that his mercies were his 
own, and that he had a right to 
beftowthem on whom he pleafed. 
My diftrefs forced me to cry 
aloud—O Lord Jefus, have mer- 
cy on me now, or I perifh forev- 
er! Oh! now I feel the need of 
Jefus! Mymind was immediately 
relieved <A fweet calm follow- 
ed, for about twenty-four hours, WILLIAM F. MILLER. 
in which I felt a full refignation | Windfor, Wintonbury 

to the will of God, and a real! Society, Jan. 1801. 
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LETTER XIV. 


From the Rev. Amu: R. Ropgsins 
of Norfolk. 


GENTLEMEN, 

IF you judge it conducive to 
the interefts of the Redeemer’s 
kingdom, to infert any, or all, the 
following communications in the 
Magazine, which is read with fuch 
avidity and delight by many of the 
people of God: They are cheer- 
fully fubmitted to your wifdom and 
difcretion. 


T pleafed the bleffed'God, in 
the year 1767, to afford fome 
fpecial tokens of his gracious pref- 
ence among us; to the peculiar 
joy of the precious few who loved 
Zion, and who waited in fervent 
prayer for her profperity. The 
bleffed influences of the Holy Spirit 
feemed to be fhed down ina, then, 
remarkable manner, and the whole 
town appeared to be awed with the 
prefence of the Lord. Many 
were ftruck with furprife, and 
numbers were imprefled with a 
fenfe of their guilty, ruined ftate 
and condition as finners ; and be- 
gan to cry * what muft we do 
to be faved 2?” But alas, it was 
of fhort continuance, as to its pow- 
er and abiding influence. A num- 
ber, however were fo deeply im- 
preffed that they could find no re- 
lief, until they were hopefully 
made new creatures and found reft 
in Chrift Jefus; about éen or tqwelve, 
who f{eemed to live like Chriftians, 
and joined themfelves to the Lord. 
While many who were awakened 
and terrified for a fhort feafon, fell 
back into ftupidity, and fome be- 
came in their lives and conduct 
worfe than before. It pleafed the 
God ofall grace to call in one and 
another fucceflively for feveral 





vears following, until the year | 


1783, which will be memorable ' 


with us and, I truft, by many, 
with thankfgiving and praife thro’ 
eternal ages. This fecond revival, 
if it may be fo called, began in 
May 1783, when it appeared, by 
inquiry afterwards, that fome of 
God’s people had been remarkably 
ftirred up to pray for the out-pour- 
ing of the Holy Spirit. Numbers 
were impreffed in different parts of 
the town, without any knowledge 
of each other’s circumitances; at 
the fame time. The ferioufnefs 
became general and the diftrefs of 
many, vifible. A public le&ure 
was fet up, and was attended near- 
ly every week thro’ the fummer, 
at which fome one or other neigh- 
boring minifter attended, preach- 
ed, and affifted in converfing with 
awakened and diftreffed fouls after 
meeting. Befides the public lec- 
ture, religious conferences were at- 
tended indifferent parts of the town. 
And fuch was the order and de- 
cency in general, that even thofe 
who fought occafion, if any there 
were, did not openly oppofe or 
fpeak againft the work. In con- 
fequence of this glorious day of 
divine grace, there were added to 
the church in Nov. 27, in Janua- 
ry following 13, and in March 
10, making in all fifty. Of thefe, 
eighteen were males and thirty- 
two females. Befides thefe, feve- 
ral were added afterwards. —Our 
method then was, as it now is, 
after individuals had manifefted to 
the paftor their defire to profefs 
Chrift and walk in all his ordinan- 
ces, to appoint a time and notify 
thofe who were fo difpofed to af- 
femble with the deacons, a com- 
paittee andany others of the church, 
who with the paftor converfed with 
and examined the candidates ; de- 
firing them to give a brief account 
of their exercifes and the reafon 
of their hope; putting queltions 
to them refpecting the doétrines of 
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the gofpel, agreeable to our confef- 
fion of faith, the nature and im- 
port of the covenant—the nature 
and defign of the two facraments, 
&c.—After which, if they appear- 
ed to give fatisfaftory or hopeful 
evidence for the exercife of Chrif- 
tian charity: they were propound- 
ed before the congregation and in 
due time, if no objection, received 
to full communion with the church 
of Chritt. 

Molt of thefe are ftill living, 
and with us, and we truft have 
walked agreeably to their Chriftian 
profeffion and charaéter. By this 
means our church has been confid- 
erably numerous, and generally 
harmonious and agrecd, in the doc. 
trines of the gofpel, in Chriftian 
duties and the difeipline of Chrift’s 
houfe. And religtous conferences 
have been attended in one part of 
the town with httle interruption 
from that day to this, 

But it is to be lamented, that 
{tupidity and inattention to the 
great things of religion, gradually 
increafed and fpread over the town. 
The wife and the foolifh flumber- 
ed together. ‘The middle aged 
to their farms, their fhops and their 
merchandize, this world engrofling 
their chief attention, and the youth, 
like others, full of their vain a- 
mufements—their diflipation-—their 
balls and other practices which di- 
rely tend to harden the heart, 
fear the confcience, and render 
them fearlefs and unconcerned a- 
bout the great, the folemn realities 
of a future world. 

Befides thefe gloomy appearan- 
ces, fome of the friends of Chrift 
ufed frequently to remark, with 
diitrefs and concern, that many of 
our younger people and perfons of 
information and influence, were 
faft verging towards infidelity.— 
Several had nearly or quite re- 


nounced their belief in the divinity | 





of the holy f{criptures, and others 
were reafoning themfelves into the 
doétrine of univerfal falvation. 
Meanwhile profanenefs increafed 
like a flood, and various fpecies of 
wickednefs prevailed. So that it 
might truly be faid of us, “ iniquity 
abounded and the love of man 
waxed cold.”” Amidft all this it 
muft be remarked that the people 
more gencrally came to meeting on 
the Sabbath, and ftrangers would 
notice with furprife, that the gene- 
ral attendance of the people on 
public worfhip was rather uncom 
mon and extraordinary. But it is 
to be feared, the words of the pro- 
phet may with propriety be adopt- 
ed concerning the moft of them ;— 
“This people draw nigh to me 
with their mouths, and honor me 
with their lips, but their heart is 
far from me.” 

About five years paft, the con- 
cert for prayer propofed to be ob- 
ferved quarterly, and which was 
attended in many parts of the land, 
was alfo fet up here, and the 
members of the church with fome 
others attended. Thefe feafons 
appeared to be folemn, and were 
animating and encouraging to nuni- 
bers of God’s people. But nothing 
fpecial appeared refpedting a revi- 
val of religion, until Jan. 1799, 
when it was noticed that our reli- 
gious affemblies were more folema 
and attentive. ‘The religious peo- 
ple about this time hearing of fome 
revival of religion in two or three 
towns in the vicinity ; and having 
before this, heard of the work ot 
God at a further diftance, were 
induced to hope and ardently to 
pray that we might have a gracious 
vifit alfo. 

Although no fpecial inftances 
of awakening as yet, appeared to 
take place ; there is reafon to coo- 
clude that numbers of God’s deat 
people in fecret, as well as in a 
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cial way, did moft earneftly plead 
at the throne of grace, that the 
Lord would get glory to his name 
in reviving his work among us, and 
in infinite mercy fend his holy 


fpirit to arreft the proprefs of 


thoughtlefs finncrs, who were in 
the broad way to eternal ruin. 
Soon it was whifpered among 
fome of our ferious people, that 
one and another in this and that 
part of the town were in trouble 
and very ferious. Our congrega- 
tion on the Sabbath became more 
full than ordinary, and very folemn 
indeed. In February and March, 
the attention became fo general 
that it was thought proper at the 
defire of many, that religious con- 
ferences fhould be fet up. They 


accordingly were, in four aad 
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fometimes. five different parts of | 


the town.* 
alfo appointed to be preached every 
Thurfday, and became a matter 
of courfe through the fummer and 
into autumn ; fo that there was 
no need of warning; but when 
the day came, the houfe was filled 
with people almoft like the Sabbath. 
Minilters from abroad were gener- 
ally procured to preach on thefe 
occafions. And they were un- 
doubtedly, by the blefling of God, 
a means of promoting the work, 
of initruéting and edifying young 
converts, and guarding them from 
crrors and intemperate zeal. 

To give an account of the pe- 
culiar trials and exercifes of indi- 
viduals, would {well this letter too 
much, and probably not be edify- 
ing to the bulk of your readers. 

It may, however, be ufeful to 
obferve, that as the Lord was a- 


* ‘This town is nine miles in length. 
Contains nearly 300 families; and 
4s the road is, it is upwards of 10 
miles from the extreme parts of the 
mhabitants—and very few fectari- 
ahs. 


Vor. I. No. 8. 


A public leéture was | 
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bout to carry on a glorious work of 
grace among us; it appears that 
he was pleafed to bepin it in a way 
that was fuited to {trike the people 
with furprife and effefually ftop 
the mouths of thofe, who other- 
wife might oppofe; or at leaft doubt 
of its being the Lord’s work. 

Yor nearly at its firft beginning, 
there were feveral chara@ters who 
were ftruck with a fenfe of their 
miferable {tate and condition as 
finners. And although they tried 
hard, yet it was impofhible for 
them long to conceal their feel- 
ings. ‘heir very countenances 
would indicate clearly the diftrefs 
of their fouls. ‘Thefe were per- 
fons who were influential and very 
popular in town, and of very con- 
fiderable information. And were 
before this, very far from all ap- 
pearance of religion—much incli- 


_ned to, and fome far advanced in 





deiftical fentiments and thofe of 
the univerfalifts. ‘Thefe being 
hopefully fubdued by an omnipo- 
tent arm, and appearmg meek and 
humble, in their deportment, gave 
a prodigious fhock to many others, 
efpecially their intimates. And 
they now foon joined heart and 
hand to promote the work, by con- 
verfing with others, attending and 
afli(ting at conferences and religious 
meetings ; and being enabled to 
conduct with modefty, humility 
and prudence, yet with firmnefs in 
the caufe, were, no doubt, uled 
as a happy means of promoting 
and fpreading the ferioufnefs and 
attention. 

In June and July, the marvel- 
lous difplays of divine power and 
grace were confpicuous beyond any 
thing of the kind we had ever 
witnefled. A univerfal folemnity 
{fpread over the town, and feized 
the minds of almoft all, both old 
and young.—Itappeared that Feh2- 
vah was in very deed, in the midi 
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of us; with a witnefs. Yea with 
many witnefies fufhicient to make 


even an Atheift tremble. Great 
numbers were bowed with a fenfe 
of the prefence of the Lord. Some 
rejoicing and praifing God—oth- 
ers in aneuifh of foul crying * what 
muft we do ?”—Yet by no means 
noify or boifterous, but in filent 
anguifh, feemed cut to the heart. 

Almoftt every day we could hear 
of one or more who had found re- 
lief, or, as the phrafe was, ‘ ob- 
tained ahope.” And new inftan- 
ces of perfons imprefled with a 
fenfe of their guilty, wretched, un. 
done itate. 

Some appeared almoft on the 
very borders of delpair, while oth- 
ers were complaining of a hard 
and obitinate heart, and that there 
could not be any finner on this 
fide hell fo vile as they. 

As there were now numbers 
who had for feveral months enter- 
tained hopes that they were recon- 
ciled to God and friends to the 
Lord Jefus Chrift, and being defir- 
ous to appear openly, if it might & be, 
to efpoufe the caufe, by makin gpub- 
lic profeffion of religion and at- 
tending all the ordinances of the 
gofpe ye fo it was thought beft to 
give them opportunity. 
not only on their account 3 but as 
a means of the awakening and 
conviétion of others. And here 
it muft be obferved, that numbers 
who had, as yet remained unmo- 
ved; when they come to witnefs 
the folemn fcene—when they be- 
held many of their intimate com- 
panions—a hufband—a wife—a 
brother—-a fifter—-a parent—a child 
—a near friend—a late jovial com- 
panion 5 with {weet f{crenity, fol- 
emnly giving up themfeives to the 
Lord—p: ublicly enliiling under the 
banner of Jefus, and engaging for 
ever to renounce the ways of {in 
and the evil, corrupt practices of 


And this | 
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the world, and cleave to the Lord 
—and beholding one and another 
at the fame time baptized in his 
name—They were pierced thro’, 
as it were, with a dart. And of. 
ten went home full of diftrefs and 
could never find reft or eafe, until 
they had fubmitted to a fovereign 
God and placed their hope and 
confidence on Jefus Chrift. 

Afterdue examination and prop- 
er trials as before mentioned, they 
were admitted to full communion 
with thevifible church. Aug. 11th, 
16,3 of whom werebaptized. Aug. 
25th, 24, 6baptized. Sept. 15th, 
12, 3 baptized. O€&. 6th, 23,4 
baptized. Oct. 27th, 22, 5 bap- 
tized. Dec. 15th, 10, 4 bapti- 
zed. Jan. 19th, 18.0, 14, 5 
baptized. Feb. 2d, 3. March 
16th, 8, 1 baptized. June 2gth, 
3- Aug. 3ift, 18, 4 baptized. 
Of thefe, fifty-nine were males 
and ninety-four were females. 
Several others who entertain hopes 
re{peéting themfelves, may proba- 
bly foen be added. 

Ammt R, Rosasixs. 
Norfolk, Oct. 17, 1800. 


(To be continued.) 





Memoirs ef Madam Janine 
Woonzrince, rehé of the Rev. 
Afbbel Woodbridge, of Giaflen- 
bury. 


HE prefent defign is only 
to call up to view fome o: 
the more diftinguifhing traits in the 
charaéter of Madam Woodbridge; 
for the honor of divine grace, and 
to excite the imitation of furvivors. 
She can now be neither profited 
nor injured by the applaufe or cei- 
fure of mortals ; ; but the living, by 
emulating her virtues, from her ¢x- 
amp nie, may derive everlafting ben- 
elit. 


Defcended from one of the tint 


. 
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families in the State,* fhe was | 
i 


very far from being elated by her 
parentage and connexions, but 
preferved through life, an even 
and humble temper. She was a 
lady of fingular modefty—poffef- 
fing in an eminent degree the or- 
nament of that meck and quiet /pirit, 
which is in the fight of Gad of great 
rice. 

Inoffenfive, difcreet and courte- 
ous in her whole deportment ; in 
whatever company fhe uttered her 
fentiments, it was with uncommon 
prudence and unufual tokens of def- 
erence and refpeét, even to thofe 
who in every point of view, were 
her inferiors. Ever ftudying the 
things that make for peace, fhe was 
rarely if ever known to fpeak to 
the difadvantage of any one. She 
opened her mouth with wifdom and 
in her tongue was the law of kind- 
neft. 

In her youthful and fingle ftate, 
fhe thought much about her eterna! 
falvation, and avoided thofe finful 
exceffes to which youth are too 
tten addi&ted ; and at that time 
-ntertained a hope that her peace 
was made with God. Soon after 
her marriage to the Rey. Mr. 

Woodbridge, (whofe praife is {till 
ia the churches) in confequence 
of a fermon delivered by Dr. 
Wheelock, from FEzekiel xxu. 
tath. Can thine heart endure, or 
ia thine hands be flrong in the days 
hat I fhall deal with thee ? £ the 
Lord have fooken it, and will do 

» fhe was brought under frefh 
ui ad {trong convictions of fin and 
the mifery to which it expofes— 
her foomae hope the relinquithed, 
ind continued feveral anys in a 
fate of extreme diftrefs refpedting 
her fpiritual condition. The inti: 


* Mrs. Wocdbridge was the daugh- 
ter of the Honorable William Pitkin, 
ad fiter of the late Governor Pitkin. 
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nite wifdom, fuitablenefs and ex: 
cellency cf of falvation, 
was then opened to her view, and 
Chrift revealed ‘to ufe her own 
words) “as the chief among ten 
thoufands, and alt: zether lovely.” 

From that period fhe dated her 
Chriftian life. Such (by her ac- 
count) was the experience fhe now 
had, of the power and efficacy 
of divine truth upon her heart, as 
afforded the moit comforting evi- 
dence that the was favingly turned 
from darknefs io light. She was 
however, fumetimes exercifed with 
fears ref] peding t her gracious fincer- 
ity. Viewing it a great thing to 
be a real Chriftian, and infinitely 
dreadful to be deceived about the 
{tate of her immortal foul, the 
could not be entirely fatisfied fhort 
of the fulleft affurance of a fav- 
ing union to Chriit. Sut her 
gracious experiences, and efpecial. 
ly, her uniformly holy and virtuous 
life, in an eminent depree, exem- 
plified that religion which fhe ite 
feffed, and eahihined the ftrongett 
proofs of unfeigned piety. The 
fpirit of the gofpel appeared to 
have tinétured her whole mind, and 
to maintain a conitant influence 
on her heart. ‘ From a child fhe 
had known the holy {fcriptures ;” 
and the familiarity into which fhe 
h = improved her early acquaint- 
ance W ith them, is rarely acquir- 
ed. She well under ftood—firmly 
be lieved, and ardently admired 
the doétrines of grace. 

Poffeffed of a liberal, and truly 

enevolent mind, fhe delighted in 

doing good in general, and efpe- 
12 ally to thofe whom the believed 
to be of the houfebuld of “faith. 

Her uncommonly benign and 
happy natural temper, fan ified by 
the grace of God, rendered her 
the delight and ornament of her 
chnestiines, and fingularly dear 
and ufeful tothem. 


rhe Ww ay 


wha 


















































































































































































































4 


316 


In the courfe of her life, Mad- 
am Woodbridge was often called 
to pals through the furnace of 


and had her 


fiction, < patience and 
refionation thoroughly tried. In 


addition to trials, perhaps perculiar 


to herfelf,} fhe was twice called, 





+ Her firft hufband was 


Memoirs of Mrs. Woodbridge. 


Samuel Ed- 





Lis, 


by repeated breaches of happy con- 
neGiens in connubial life, to adopt 
the mournful language, “ Lover 
and friend haft thou put far from 
me ;’?’—and more than half of her 
children went before her into the 
eternal world. 

With the manner in which fhe 
conduéted under her various afllic- 














wards, Efq. of Hartford Vith him | tions, though the writer of this 
} liere also Ww ty 7 ns : : . > 4 % 
Hic daughter, ‘ages months ; > wasa ftranges to her in thole days 
}. . = anabiee ‘ ~ ¢ 
ne daughter, who marricd Mr. ]chn ‘ 
pose Dies ried Mr. J ot her forrow, he 1s not now whol- 
Wreiles o f Glaflenbury. She was mar- : + e 
ricd to the Rev. A {hhel Woodbridge ly unacquainted. From oblerva- 
in 1727. By him the had feven fons } tons on that fubjeé&t which the re- 
and two daughters, “lwo of her chil- i P* atedly mace to him durin 2 her 
“ey oo} rie a ‘+ + _ os 
dren died im infan y- H i laft i - la{t fic kn 1e{s, and tron n the int ‘or: 
band, the Rev. Mr. Woodbridge, dicd 
, Rig . , > iio a : |} Me ition of ot hers, he can ert ertain 
Augult 6th, 17596. Nine days alter 
him died her elie® fon. Athbel. then | 90 doubt that her patience and re- 
aitlt i s t Ahh, Beds es ‘ 2 - 
a member of Yale College About | fignation to the will of heaven, 
fix years after this, her fon-in-law Mr. | were in full accordance with the 
R47 ,})} i » at > % 
Welles died, from whom fhe had ex- | other parts of her character and 
4 rienced for he ricli and he r hildr il, ’ ° 
] ie nan ner ene’ ™ 1 conduét—that fhe found amidtt her 
the performance of the kindeft filial | bulati God’ fyf 
. . t ‘avy t atior Od s grace lul- 
and fraternal dutics, at the time when | TS@V¥VY tHou! shies vis 
her two oldeft furviving fons were at | ficient for fi pport, fubmifhon and 
College. In the year 1767 her fon | confolation. It wouid, however 
Samuel (w hi ) ha d in cn it ttled about | be a faulty omiflion not te obferve, 
yoOntt ¢ ane le r ¢} trniftry » * . ' 
15 mouths in the work of the miniftry | that as her trials from the remova! 
in the eaft focicty in Glattenbury) be- | F mn 
; Lit . | of near relatives, had their pecu- 
came delirious, and was brought to} © “ing aibee are 
— , ° 2 mn = j _ — pa were « 
his mother’s houfe. His diftraCtion | liar aggravalions, tacy fstmael _ 
continued about 1 months—nine of accompanied with peculiar allevia- 
w hich, fhe was witnefs to his b ing | trors ; for frie had ("tis preiumed 
ee i See eee \ oe ; 
heel to the “afm the room where | in every inftance ) reafon to believe 
1¢ firlt received his breatn. In about | ., ° waleabile 
Risley ine bi er te Bo fe ter fe 0 her lofs was the unfpcakable 
ur years after this, iw her bee : : _ 
loved daughter, the Widow of Mr. | gain of her departed friend. 
Welles, expire, in the molt excruciat- In her laft ficknefs, which was 


agonies, by 
inftead of medicine. 
this, the avenues of woe were 
afrefh, by the of Col. 
WwW oodbridge, the fon with 
then lived 


ing poiion, adminifterc 


bal 
« 


i} 
atn 


Hows: 


{ 


kind, fhe had 


- 1 
Tipnteous 


to. encounter. But 


bridge of Hartland, was ftill to 


before her, into the regions of immor- 
months af- 
ter viliting her, in full health, he was 
But what had be- 


tal exiftence. About two 
Jaid in the grave. 
fore proved a tovereign balfom for fir 
ilar wounds, was now afforded. } 
left the world, rejc icing Cod his 
‘vieur. - 


in 


A few years after 
( pened 


whom fhe 
This fhe probably cou- 
tempfated as the Jaft trial of this 


God determined otherwife. 
Her eldeft fon, the Rev. Samuc]l Wood- 


LA 
~~” 


d | long, and in fome refpedts very dil- 
trefling, the graces of calmne!s, pa- 


tience and refignation remarkably 





li 


appeared. She notwithitandirg, 
at fome periods of her illnefs, ex- 


prefied fears that fhe fhould difhon- 
or God by not being will My tor 
main in this wor'd of fia and for 
fow as long as he fhould think bei. 
Often, fhe manifeited an 
ardent cefire to leave the world, 
that fhe might be wholly freed t 
fin. Her language trequentiy ¥2 
‘“ Oh! when willthe time come ’ 


a - 


ind 


eed, 


trom 


” 


, ’ 
lie 


I< 





Sa-| Her faith to the laf’, in Chrict 
Almighty Saviour, was imme’ 
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able. In his infinite grace and 
merits fhe entirely trufted for eter. 
nal life and bleflednefs, and with 
the pleafing profpect of afcending 
to her Redeemer and her God, 
fhe cheerfully refigned her f{pirit to 
Him, on the 31ft day of July 


1799, in the 89th year of her 
age. 





Mess’rs Epitors orf THe Cox- 
NECTICUT EVANGELICAL Mac- 
AZINE, 


THE following letter, with 
very little correction, was fent to 
two young women, profeffors of 
religion in one of the towns lately 
vifited with the holy {pirit in a revt- 
val of religion. The author had 
no thought of making it public, 
but having read a copy of it to 
fome pious 2rd judicious friends, a 
few days after it was fent, he was 
unexpeétedly requetted to fend i 
to you; and now fubmits it to sto 
jadgment whether it fhall have a 
place in your ufeful publication. 

MIKROS. 


DEAR LADIES, 


TRUST you will do me the | was at a niccting of fome ferious 


juftice to believe that this Jet- 
ter is dictated by an effection for 
you, as well as a zeal for the hon- 
or of Chnit. I have this moment 
heard that both cf you have been 
left to do that, which I am confi- 
dent 
your minds. I pity you. I am 
forry you fhould have fo little ref- 
olution, as to be unable to deny 
— the gratification of at- 
gaball. But I am perfua- 
ded I. de you injuitice, 1 in fuppo- 
fing it was a gratification. Yet fo 
much you are fenfible is true, that 
you had not fortitude to deny thofe 
who infifted upon it. I do not 
believe it was a pleafure to you. 
You then withed yourfelves at 
home. You have fecretly lament- 


aa eine - 


has wounded the peace of 
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ed it ever fince. I believe you 
have often reficéted how it mult 
grieve the people of God, whom 
[ truft you fti'l love—how it gives 
the enemies of the gracious work 
of God among us, a fad occafion 
to triumph. i prefume it now 
grieves you to think that they will 
fay, fee, the converis are no bet- 
ter than the reft of us; two of 
them have joined us already : : they 
will all foon be as they ufed to be. 
—You feel at a diltance from the 
other hopeful converts; you are 
afraid to be intimate, and you do 
not meet them with the fame 
pleafure as you ufed to before : 
you look upon them as jealous of 
you, and you fear they will re- 
prove you. You wonder at your- 
felves. You think how you felt 
a year ago, when nothing would 
have tempted you to have done 
this. I am atraid you will alfo 
avoid me You have fince that 
fad evetting, thought an hundred 
times how I warned you, and 
alked you * how Chriftians ming- 
ling in all the gaieties of the world, 
appeared to you.” One of you 


people of late, and heard me warn 
you of this very fnare, in which 
you have been fo foon taken, and 
you are afraid I fhall reproach you 
for it, if I fhould have an oppor- 
dut you 
Put the fame 
confidence in me as you ever did. 
I feel too much for you to have in 
my heart to reproach you. Ihave 
already prayed for you. I hope 
God has already given you grace, 
folemnly to repent of it, aad re- 
folve againft it for the future ; and 
to pray, that he would enable you 
hereafter, to ftand firm againft all 
the enticements and ridicule of the 
enemies of God and your peace. 
I will be asa father to you [ 
hope you will no more be fo caught 
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in the fnares of the evil one, and 
then I will never mention a word 
to you on this fubject, unlefs you 
choofe to talk with me upon it ; 
but will place confidence in you 
fill. 

One thing which I believe now 
troubles you, is the concern how 
you fhall keep from being led into 
the fame evil again. You fay to 
yourfelves, Ohthat we had not then 
yielded ; but we have begun, and 
now how can we refufe to go on. 
You are ready to hope that you 
fhall not again be enticed; you 
mean to avoid, if you can, any op- 
portunity to be urged again. But 
it is now too late for fuch an hope : 
you will be urged more than ever : 
you cannot avoid it, and if you 
will not comply, you will be re- 
proached for what you have now 
done. And the other youth, who 
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faétion ? No. I truft you love 
them, and with to be on terms of 
the greateft confidence and friend. 
fhip with them, and have their af- 
fectionate love. But if any one 
fpeaks to you about the paft, and 





you fhould frankly confefs guilty 
to all fuch, and own that you are 
| forry, and that you hope you fhall 

never be left to repeat fuch con. 
| duét, will not this break the fnare, 
‘and give you peace of mind? If 
you with to amend, do not avoid 
| your Chriftian mates and friends. 
| Vifit them. If they do not begin 
| with you about this matter, do 
' you begin with them. Do not 
| attempt to excufe it. But freely 
_tell them your real feelings on the 
| fubjeét. Will not this fo reftore 

you to confidence with them, that 
| you will love their company as 
| much asever? But if you continue 


we hope, became the people of | to attend balls, I need not tell you, 


God of late, will be urged too, and 
your example will be plead to pre- 
vail on them, to bring themfelves 
into the fame forrow, which you 
have now felt. 
feparated you from the {weet and 
refrefhing communion, which I 
truft you have had with God. I 
hope you defire and pray that oth- 
ers may not fuffer the fame grief. 
But I believe you are now ready 
to afk me, how fhall we extricate 
ourfelves from this fnare? You 
with for affectionate advice, and I 
am certain that I am affeétionate, 
and fhall efteem it a great happi- 
nefs to afiift you.—If you under- 
take, through a little pride, to juf- 
tify and excufe your condué, you 
can find ten thoufand who will 
take your part ; but you will belie 
the feelings of your own hearts. 
Will this help you out of the fnare ? 
No. If you partly fet the church 
and their feclings at defiance, will 
this give you refrefhment and fatis- 


Alas how it has | 


| that you will foon entirely lofe the 
| confidence of this church. 

God has left you to fee your 
| own weaknefs. Now then put 
| your truftin him. He can give you 
| grace to do every thing. We are 
' feeble creatures, fares and temp- 
'tations are thick around us, we 
have need of God to fupport us, 
and bleffed be his name, we may 
have his fapport. Oh how much 
do we owe him, for all his long- 
fuffering and mercy ;_ with what 
purity fhould we ferve him! With 
what care fhould we imitate Jefus, 
deny ourfelves every worldly luft, 
and live foberly; righteoufly and 
godly in this prefent evil world. 
He that is afhamed of Chrift, in 
this evil and adulterous generation, 
of him fhall the Son of Man be 
afhamed, when he cometh in the 
glory of his Father, with his holy 
angels. 


I am yours affectionately, &c. 
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QUESTION. 


Mess’rs Epirors, 
CONS! ANT reader of 
A the Magazine propofes for 
difcufhion the 19th verfe in the 42d 
chapter of Ifaiah, ** Whois blind 





but my fervant ? Or deaf as my 
meffenger that I fent ? Who 1s | 
blind as he that is perfect, and | 
blind as the Lord’s fervant ?” 





ee 
a 





Religious Intelligence. 


MISSIONARIES. 


February 2d, 1801. 

Laft week the Rev. Fedidiah 
Bufbnell, returned from a Mifhon to 
the weftern counties of the ftate of 
New York. He fpent the faft 
year in thofe counties and in many 
places his labors were hopefully 
crowned with fuccefs. The revi- 
val in the counties of Delaware 
and Otfego continues, and many 
people in the new fettlements are 
hungering for the bread of life. 

The Rev. Mr. Williflonand Mr. 
Amafa Ferome are now laboring as 
Mifhonaries in the weftern coun- 
ties of New York ; the Rev. Da- 
vid Huntington in the northern 
counties of New-York and Ver- 





mont ; and the Rev. Fofeph Badg- | 


erin New-Conneéticut. 














POETRY. 


COMMUNICATED AS ORIGINAL. 


A wiew of the millennial felicity of ihe 
Church. 
V HAT lively raptures burft up- 
on the foul ? 


What joys feraphic thro’ the bofom 
roll ? 


Whilft pond’ring on the Lamb who 





once was flain ! 


His conqueft glorious, and his peace- 
ful reign ; 

Whilft we, as prefent, view thofe blifs- 
ful days, 

When heathen lands fhall fhout Mef- 
fiah’s praife ; 

All knees before him bow, all hearts be 
given, 

And earth become the miniature of 
Heav'n ! 


Long has the world, in death-like tor- 
por bound, 

Regardlefs hear’d the gofpel’s melting 
found : 

The proffer’d mercy of a God refus’d, 

His dying love defpis'd, his grace abus'd. 

Unfeen, heli’s agents thro’ the earth 
have fwarm’d, 

And rebel hofts againft their Maker 
arm’d. 

The Chriftian church, a {mali and fee- 
ble band, 

Sinking beneath oppreffion’s iron hand ; 

Have frequent breath’d to Heav’n the 
fervent prayer, 

Upheld by faith and hope from deep 
defpair ! 

But did ye think, ye who revere 

God’s laws, 

That he would e’er cefert his glorious 
caufe ? 

Hath he not fworn (and can his prom- 
ife fail ?) 

“°Gainft you the gates of hell fall 
ne’er prevail.” 

Soon grace triumphant thro’ all lands 
fhall reign, 

And nations in a day be born again. 

Where frowning deferts fpread a ful- 
Jen gloora, 

The cultur’d earth, (like Paradife thall 
bloom) 

Shall chear the eye, and pour, with 
liberal hand, 

Her richeft treafures thre’ a gratcful 
land. 


The roaring lion, the portentous owl, 

And midnight wolves, that raife the 
hideous howi, 

Shall ceafe to grate the ear—all foes 
give place, 

Or league in friendfhip with the hu- 
man race. 

The fmiling babe fhall with the tyser 
play, 

And beaits carnivorous forget their 
prey. 

The favage fierce, divefted of his ire, 

No more fhall round his victim light 
the fire ; 


— eee 
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But warm’d with love, fhall blefs the 
unfeen hand, 

And feel benevolence his heart expand. 

Notyrant fhall prolong ti’ infernal 

trade, 

And bid the fable race in flav’ry bleed ; 

Nor lords, like fierce, rclentlefs beafts 
of prey, 

Shall grafp the poor, and tear their 
rights away, 

Nor verdant vales be drown’d in lakes 
of blood, 

For war fhall ceafe to pour the crimfon 
fl 0d. 


The fiend of felfifhnels from carth 

expell’d, 

And all the wild, unruly — pafiions 
qu Wd 3 

Contending netions, like fraternal 
bands, 

With hearts cemented and united hands, 

Their various interelis and their arts 
fhall blend, 

Nor zvarice nor pride, the ties fhall 
rend : 

All Adam’s race one family compofe, 

Whilfll love to God and man through 
ev ry member flows. 


How vaft the change ! what but all 

conquering grace 

From vice to virtue can reftore our 
race ? 

What energy but that which worlds 
combin'd, 

Can rule the fecret movements of the 
mind ? 

Bid confcience reafcend her long loft 
throne, 

And thuader thro’ the foul in awful 
tone ! 

Or hufh the mental tempeft to a calm, 

Bind up the wounds and pour the heal- 
ing balm ? 


Immortal King ! this pow’r is thine 

alone, 

Help us in faith to bow before thy 
throne. 

O hear our prayers and blefs our leng- 
ing eyes, 

From duft and mourning foon may Zi- 
on rife, 

In beauteous robes of joy and fplendor 
dreft, 

By angel hofts admir’d, by thee her God 
confeft. 


Gorm! ’ aimee 
Exult ye faints, the heavenly morn 
expands, 
The light of life illumes benighted lands, 
See grace divine like vernal fhower; 
defcend, 
As oaks before the wind, proud rebels 





bend, 

And proftrate fall, o’erwhelm'd with 
guilt and fhame, 

For fuccor calling on th’ eternal name, 

Aircady fee that frown diiplayed a- 
broad 

That brings the hardened finner home 
to God. 

Lo! where the king of kings his ban- 
ner waves, 

What throngs of fleeping bones fart 
fromthe graves 

OF fin and death. 

See thro’ wide realms vaf armies rife 
to view— 





| See faith in arms a hoft of lufts fubdue. 


Heli’s champion Lew receives a cea Ly 





blow, 

And plunges headlong to the gulph of 
woe ! 

There fix’d—the fiend can only gnaw 
the chain, 

That binds his malice to the realins of 
pain ! 


The fons of light, with joey and victo- 
ry crown’d, 
Make heaven’s high arch with facred 
» 
fungs refound ; 
Adore their Saviour King, and clim! 
“Gore their .« rousing, ana cumo 





thofe heights, 


Where virtues paths afcend to Zien’s 


gates. 
This is the morning of that glorious 
day, 


When lands remote fhall own Mefah’s 
{way ; 
When all the nations from the fouthern 


pole, 
To that beyond where ardtic billows 
roll ; 


Where fol burits radiant from his dark- 
fome cave, 

To where ke plunges in the weftern 
wave ; 

Shall wake to life, to join th’ angelic 
choir, 

Where woe can ne’er affail, and blifs 
can ne'er expire. 











